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UNDER AN IRISH SKY
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PROGRAM NOTES / REHEARSAL SUGGESTIONS

“Under An lrish Sky” is based upon two contrasting traditional Irish melodies:
“Slane” - slow, legato, and hymn-like; and “Brian Boru’s March” - a lively,
rollicking folk dance in 6/8 time.

The beginning through measure 36 should be legato throughout. Be sure to
observe the “piu mosso” at measure 17. Note that snares should be off the snare
drum from 37 through 56. Also, measure 37 should be conducted in two. The
style in'the second part of the piece should be more dance-like, and not legato.
Measure 105 to the end should be definitely faster than before.

THE COMPOSER

With over 30 works for concert band and jazz ensemble
published internationally, Larry Neeck has received
numerous commissions and is the recipient of several
ASCAP awards, He teaches instrumental music in the
Webster Central School District, a suburb of Rochester,
New York. He directs concert bands and jazz ensembles,
and is co-founder of the Thomas M.S. Student/Parent
Band. He also performs professionally as a keyboardist
throughout upstate New York.

Larry holds a Bachelor of Arts in Music from the University

of Pittsburgh, and a Master of Music Education from the

Eastman School of Music. He is a member of the American Society of Composers,
Authors and Publishers; Music Educators National Conference; New York State
School Music Association; International Association of Jazz Educators; and the New
York State Band Directors Association.
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“Slane” Larry Neeck
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