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INTO THE DRAGON’S KEEP
Sarah A. Smith

Full ConduCtor SCOTe ......c.ueevieieeeeeeeeeece e 1 F HOM et 4
Flute, Piccolo ................. .10 1St TrOMDONE oo 3
(0] oo JEN O 2 2Nd TrOMDONE ..ot e 3
18t Bb Clarinet .......cc.oooouiieeeeeeeee et 5 Baritone BC  ....ooeeeee et 2
2Nd Bb Clarinet .........oocueeueeeeceeeee e 5 Baritone TC ..ot 2

Bb Bass Clarinet ... 2 TUDA <o 3
BASSOON ..c.eiiiiciiieieier et bt 2 BeIlS e 2
Eb Alto Saxophone ... 6 TIMPANT s 1
Bb Tenor Saxophone ... 2 Percussion 1: Snare Drum, Bass Drum .............cccceinninennnn. 4

Eb Baritone Saxophone ... 2 Percussion 2: TOM-TOMS.........cccieirriiineee e 2
1st Bb Trumpet Percussion 3: Suspended Cymbal, Crash Cymbals, Triangle ..4
2nd Bb Trumpet

REHEARSAL NOTES / SUGGESTIONS

The opening eerie melody (played either by piccolo or flute solo), will entrance your students and take your audience on a magical
adventure! The low brass sustain the celtic drone throughout the piece, so work on sustaining the open 4ths or 5ths and work on
keeping round, smooth tones, and keeping the intervals in tune throughout the piece. The horn solo can also be doubled and is cued
in the 1st trumpet part.

In the 6/8 section, work with students on feeling the rhythmic pattern and then work on the hemiola in m.59. Have students break
into two groups, with one group patting out the beat and the other clapping and counting the rhythm so they can feel where the rhythm
will line up; then have the groups switch. The tom-toms should be steady and consistent driving the tempo throughout the 6/8 sec-
tion. The toms have the hemiola rhythm several times throughout this section. The bass drum may also want to use double mallets
here as well.

In the recapitulation in m. 105, experiment with dynamics; make it tell a story. What happened to the knight who went after the drag-
on? Did he return victorious, or did the village mourn his death? You decide! It can be the same tempo as the opening, or you can
make it slightly faster/slower. In‘the final piccolo/flute solo be careful that the winds don’t cover it up, but make sure intonation is solid
and creates a soothing background for the end of the piece.

- Sarah A. Smith

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Sarah Smith teaches middle school band and orchestra in Des Moines, lowa. Previously she taught in St.
Augustine, Florida and in Austin, Texas teaching elementary music, strings, private lessons, middle school cho-
rus, and marching color guard. She holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Music Education from Greenville College in
Greenville, IL and a Masters of Music Education Degree from VanderCook College of Music in Chicago, IL.
She grew up in southern California and discovered music at an early age. She began playing the piano at age
five and quickly excelled. In middle school she wrote a composition which she entered into a young artist con-
test which took first place at the regional level. Her band composition of “Into the Dragon’s Keep” was com-
posed for her middle school band students. Sarah resides in the Des Moines area with her husband and three
children, and continues to compose music for her students.

Recording Available

« WFR382
And Charge | OF TIME AND CHANGE
The Washington Winds

Edward Petersen - Conductor

CONTENTS: Of Time And Change (Swearingen); Into The Dragon's Keep (S. Smith); The American Way (King/arr, Swearingen); The Eternal Optimist
(Huckeby); Folk Song Variants (R. W. Smith); Streets of Laredo (arr. Huckeby); Reindeer Rhumba (Shaffer); Orion's Last Battle (J. McBride); Royal
Regiment (Jarvis); Reindeer Galop (R. W. Smith); Legend of Crystal Lake (Shaffer); Zeal (Conaway); Holiday Flutecake (Shaffer); Revenge of the Swarm
(Neeck); Flutissimo (McGinty); Excellentia (Shaffer); Christmas Prism (R. W. Smith); National Emblem (Bagley/arr. Conaway);




INTO THE DRAGON’S KEEP

Conductor Score
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