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PROGRAM NOTES

Opening with a furious declaratory fanfare, Chain Reaction immediately evolves into a mysterious melody in the woodwinds punc-
tuated by bursts in the brass and percussion. Interesting harmonic and rhythmic sound effects are utilized throughout and the per-
cussion scoring will keep this section active and excited.

NOTES TO CONDUCTOR

The introduction (m. 1 through m.9) should set the tone for the entire composition. The indicated tempo of M.M. = 144 can be
played slightly faster as long as the musical material'is clean. It is important to capture the intensity of the harmonic and rhythmic
interaction throughout the piece especially the 2 measure phrase developments (such as m. 23-24) with the volume increas-
ing then decreasing.

I hope you enjoy preparing and performing this exciting composition.
- David Shaffer

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

David Shaffer was born in Columbus, Ohio and attended Grove City High School. He holds a Bachelor
Degree from the Ohio State University and a Master of Music Degree from Miami University (Ohio.) Mr.
Shaffer has taught in the Ohio schools of Hamilton, Northridge, and Wyoming. Mr. Shaffer has been asso-
ciated with the Miami University Marching Band for 31 years as Graduate Assistant Director (1978-80),
Assistant Director (1980-97) and Director (1997 to date.) Under his direction, the Miami Band has performed
twice at the University of Michigan, West Virginia University and the University of Cincinnati. In 2000 and
2005, the Miami Band performed a combined half-time show with the Ohio State University Marching Band.
The Miami Band has performed for seven regional Bands of America Contests and annually hosts these
events at Miami University in Oxford, Ohio. In 2003 the Miami Band performed as the “Santa Band” in the
77th annual Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York City.

In addition to his involvement with the Miami University Marching Band, Mr. Shaffer has over 350 compositions and arrangements
in print. His compositions have been used at clinics and music festivals around the world and have been placed on contest
required-performance lists in the United States, Canada, Europe, Australia, and Asia. Mr. Shaffer has been the recipient of the
ASCAP Standard Award in Music Composition for 18 years.

Under the direction of Mr. Shaffer, the Wyoming High School String Orchestra performed as the opening group at the 1984 Mid-
West National Band and Orchestra Director's Clinic in Chicago. Additional Mid-West conducting appearances were in 2000 and
2001 when Mr. Shaffer guest conducted his compositions with the Robinson School Band, Fairfax, Va., and the South Central
Middle School Band, Carterville, Ga. In November 2007, Mr. Shaffer was invited to conduct his composition Purple Heart with the
Air Force Band of Flight, Dayton, Ohio, in honor of former band member Michael Cifuentes, who was killed in Irag in August, 2005.

Mr. Shaffer is in demand as a conductor for new music reading clinics, music festivals, and music education seminars. During the
summer of 1986 and 1992, he served as instrumental director for the Saskatchewan School of Fine Arts. In February of 1997 he con-
ducted a program of his music, with the China Youth Corps Band in the National Concert Hall, Taipei, Taiwan. Mr. Shaffer is a past
adjudicator for Drum Corps International and Drum Corps Midwest and has judged championship events for both organizations.

His professional affiliations include; Phi Mu Alpha, Kappa Kappa Psi, Phi Beta Mu, Music Educators National Convention, Ohio
Music Education Association, Drum Corps MidWest & International Judges Guild, and American Society of Composers, Authors,
and Publishers (ASCAP).

For more information please visit www.davidshaffermusic.com.

CD Recording Available

WFR385

THE ADVENTURE BEGINS!

The Washington Winds, Edward Petersen, conductor

CONTENTS: The Adventure Begins! (Matt Conaway), The Spirit of the Solitary Defender (Lisa Galvin), Liberty Fleet March (Karl L. King / arr, James
Swearingen), Factory Riffs (Matt Conaway), Orpheus Overture (Jacques Offenbach / arr. Larry Neeck), Beyond the Cosmos (David Shaffer), Oh, What
Fun! - The Ulfimate Christmas March f(James Swearingen), A Song of Goodbye (Andrew Glover), Fury Of The Gods (Rob Romeyn), Saxes On The
Seas (Matt Conaway), O Come All Ye Faithful (arr. Paul Clark), The Siege of Arundel F(Jonathan McBride), Chain Reaction (David Shaffeérj, Rock The
Halls With Drums And Cowbell (Ed Huckebyﬁ, Pembroke Castle (Ed Huckeby), Fly-By! (Matt Conaway), In Search of the Lost Ship (James
Swearingen), The Trombone King (Karl L. King / arr. Andrew Glover), The Heart of Christmas (Rob Romeyn), Visions of Glory (David Shaffer), Three Irish Folksongs (Anne
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