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Program Notes

The tempo marking "With Savage Ferocity" is not meant to be taken lightly. Fierce is bold and intense. The opening theme is used throughout the
Cyberpunk genre meets concert band! The steampunk genre is characterized by industrial sounds, steam-powered machinery, grinding gears and other
Victorian technologies. In Steampunk Christmas, traditional Christmas carols are combined with novelty percussion effects, - pots, pans, ratchet, gong
and whistles — for a unique and clever effect! Merry Steampunk Christmas!

Rehearsal Suggestions

Substitute and double any percussion parts; the more exotic the sound, the better. Bring out all the instrumental accents to suggest heavy metallic pound-
ing. While this piece presents itself well as written, many performance variations and opportunities abound, limited only by your creativity. Perhaps out-
fit your percussionists in costumes and hats with lots of leather, copper, brass and/or tin buttons. Students should be encouraged to create their own
props and steampunk-sounding instruments. Got Boomwackers? How about dry ice for steam, through a PVC pipe? (Dry ice should be under adult
supervision.) Maybe an abstract slide show!

Have yourself a Steampunk Christmas!

Len Orcino

About the Composer

Len Orcino is retired after teaching 35 years in northeastern Ohio’s public and private schools. His experience includes ele-
mentary, high school, community college and the last 23 years at the middle school level. He received the Bachelor and Master
of Music Education degrees from Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland, and has done additional graduate work in
jazz education at North Texas State University. He has considerable performance experience as a jazz pianist and big band
leader and sideman, and also as a tubaist with various orchestras, bands and brass ensembles. Len has composed works for
many ensembles whom he has taught or with which he has performed over his career. Currently, Len plays euphonium in the
Lakeland Community College Civic Band.
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