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Program Notes

Ancient Conquest was inspired by the composer’s fascination with history, particularly the history of ancient civilizations, and was written to pay hom-
age to the many groups of people that came before us. Ancient Conquest begins with an elegant and tranquil opening statement that quickly transi-
tions into an aggressively spirited chant, depicting a battle and conquest between two ancient civilizations. Let the battle begin!

Rehearsal Suggestions

Ancient Conquest provides the opportunity to teach many different styles, rhythms, and musical expressions. It contains several rhythmic ostinatos
throughout, such as m. 23 for some of the higher voices. Though this is part of the melody, remind students that to ensure proper balance, they should
listen carefully across the band, as every section is playing at full volume. At M. 65, ensure that tempo remains constant.

The dynamics at m. 49 - 58 for flute and oboe are medium loud, and undemeath this part there are some low brass and percussion lines. Though the
low brass and percussion are playing medium soft and medium loud respectively, be sure that they do not drown out the flute and oboe.

The percussion parts for bongos and tom-toms are written simply enough for even the youngest players. The two parts overlap quite a bit throughout
the piece. To ensure maximum success, it might be helpful for students to practice clapping some of the rhythms in both parts. Though they are option-
al parts, the bongos and tom-toms really drive home the “ancient” feeling to the piece.

Allin all, | hope you enjoy rehearsing and performing Ancient Conquest.

- Jay Coles

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Jay Coles (b. 1995) is a composer, conductor, and clinician residing in the wonderful and beautiful state of Indiana. He attends
Ball State University, where he studies Music, Education and English, though he currently holds an A.S. Degree in Liberal Arts.
Jay has come to be known as an emerging and distinguished young composer and is rapidly making his debut on many pro-
grams across the globe. Jay'’s first composition for wind ensembile, a self-published grade 5 piece entitled “Orchesis: Legends
of Thailand,” was premiered in Wakayama-Shi, Japan. The piece was performed by the Kinrinkai Junior and Senior High
School Wind Ensemble under the direction of Mr. Masago Hirokazu.

Jay's performance background is very eclectic. He’s performed in numerous jazz ensembles, wind ensembles and pep bands,
and currently, Jay plays bassoon and euphonium professionally. He is also the lead pianist and residential composer for his
church, where he has arranged and composed many works for small choirs and chamber orchestras. He maintains a tight and
busy schedule of composing and arranging, performing, and traveling. Additionally, Jay has composed numerous works for wind band for just about
every level. Jay’'s music is published by Carl Fischer Music and Birch Island Co. as well as works that are self-published which can be found on his web-
site. Jay accredits composers and mentors Brian Balmages, Larry Clark, Ryan Main, and Michael Markowski for their guidance and many lessons that
continue to shape his music—all those lessons that motivate him to thrive as a composer.

Jay is also a proud member of ASCAP and is thrilled to be a part of the Barhouse family of composers.

CD Recording Available
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