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Program Notes
Beautiful and touching, Heaven's Light is one of Steven Reineke's most popular and enduring works. While this arrangement has been adapted for bands of smaller instrumentation 
than the original, the full effect and sensitivity of the original remains. 

Rehearsal Suggestions
The opening should be played rubato and with great expression; it is not necessary to adhere to a strict tempo in this section. It should ebb and flow as a result of how this section 
“speaks to you” at a certain time. Every day could be different; this is what I love about lyrical music.

Beginning at m. 9, strive for a balance between the accompaniment parts, particularly the melodic percussion, and woodwinds.  Observe a large rallantando leading into the section 
at m. 46. The horn and alto saxophone line should soar in this section.  Careful observance of the ritardando and diminuendo leading into m. 63, will enhance the musicality of 
that musical moment.

I hope that you and your ensemble enjoy rehearsing and performing Heaven’s Light. 

About the Composer
Steven Reineke has established himself as one of North America's leading conductors of popular music. Mr. Reineke is the Music Director of The New 
York Pops at Carnegie Hall, Principal Pops Conductor of the National Symphony Orchestra at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, Principal 
Pops Conductor of the Houston Symphony and Toronto Symphony Orchestra. He previously held the posts of Principal Pops Conductor of the Long Beach 
and Modesto Symphony Orchestras and Associate Conductor of the Cincinnati Pops Orchestra.  He is a frequent guest conductor with The Philadelphia 
Orchestra and has been on the podium with the Boston Pops, The Cleveland Orchestra and the Chicago Symphony Orchestra at Ravinia. His extensive North 
American conducting appearances include San Francisco, Seattle, Edmonton, Pittsburgh, Vancouver, Ottawa (National Arts Centre), Detroit, Milwaukee 
and Calgary.

As the creator of more than one hundred orchestral arrangements for the Cincinnati Pops Orchestra, Mr. Reineke’s work has been performed worldwide, 
and can be heard on numerous Cincinnati Pops Orchestra recordings on the Telarc label. His numerous wind ensemble compositions are published by the C.L. Barnhouse 
Company and are performed by concert bands worldwide.

A native of Ohio, Mr. Reineke is a graduate of Miami University of Ohio, where he earned bachelor of music degrees with honors in both trumpet performance and music 
composition. He currently resides in New York City with his husband Eric Gabbard.

About the Arranger
Rob Romeyn's (b. 1961) music career has been multi-faceted and diverse. He has served as a performer, conductor, educator and as a composer and 
arranger. As a band director, he has directed bands from the elementary level to adult community groups. His first composition for band was published 
at age 19. His ability to write effective and educationally sound music for bands and string orchestras of all levels can be attributed to his vast teaching 
experiences.

Many elementary, middle school, high school, university, community bands and string orchestras worldwide have performed his arrangements and 
compositions. He has been commissioned to write for marching band, concert band, string orchestra and jazz ensemble. His concert band and orchestra 
music is on many state required music lists. Many of his works are featured as “Editor’s Choice” selections at all levels by major music distributors. His 
music has seen extensive airplay worldwide. Many of his arrangements have been featured on national television, including portions of the Peach Bowl 

halftime shows for 2000-2001, and the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade. Mr. Romeyn is a member of the American Society of Composers Authors and Publishers. Much of his 
music has been recorded, and is available on CD and download through Walking Frog Records and other music outlets. He is in demand as a guest conductor for honor bands, 
and regularly accepts new commissions. His conducting and rehearsal style has been described as inspiring and energetic.

Mr. Romeyn received a M.M. Ed. Degree from the University of Louisiana at Monroe. He served as staff arranger for the University of Louisiana at Monroe "Sound of Today" band 
from 1983-1986. His graduate assistant duties at ULM in addition to arranging included conducting the university concert band and the basketball pep band. Mr. Romeyn also 
served as staff arranger at James Madison University. He was the director of the St. Petersburg Community Band in St. Petersburg, Florida from 1994-2013.

Instrumentation

New Young Band CDs
WFR395

BEYOND THE CHALLENGE
The Washington Winds, Edward S. Petersen – Conductor
CONTENTS: Forged In Fire (Romeyn), Oh, My Heart Belongs To Ireland (Swearingen), The Squealer (Huff/arr. Glover), Rejoissant! (Shaffer), Feuerfest Polka - Op. 269 
(Strauss/arr. Longfield), Twilight Portrait (Huckeby), Klezmer! (Webb), Defiance! (Jarvis), A Voyage To Freedom (Swearingen), Meditation (Massenet/arr. Glover), Skywalk 
(Mohanty), Travelin’ Music (La Plante), Heaven’s Light (Reineke/arr. Romeyn), Dragonship (Neeck), Aurora Borealis (Susi), Olympus (Romeyn), Nimrod (Elgar/arr. Glover), 

Dr. Mayhem! (Bell), Beyond The Challenge (Huckeby), Bunker Hill (King/arr. Swearingen), The Cat’s Pajamas (La Plante), Eclipse Galop (King/arr. Glover), The Star Spangled Banner (arr. Huckeby) 
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                                                                          P.O. Box 680, Oskaloosa, IA  52577, U.S.A.
International copyright secured.  All rights reserved.  Printed in U.S.A.

WARNING! This composition is protected by copyright law.  To copy or reproduce it by any method is an infringement of the copyright law.
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