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Program Notes
"Blossom by blossom the spring begins." 

– Algernon Charles Swinburne

And the Spring arose on the garden fair,
Like the Spirit of Love felt everywhere;

And each flower and herb on Earth's dark breast
Rose from the dreams of its wintry rest.

– Percy Bysshe Shelley

Spring's Awakening is both an energetic and lyrical representation of the season.  Syncopated rhythms with flowing melodic lines paint an aural landscape of a 
world in bloom.  The blossoming flowers can be "heard" at the beginning of the piece as instruments get introduced with their own small melodic fragment.  The 
combination of warm harmonies with driving rhythmic figures create a sense of a world stirring to life as winter comes to a close, and the cold is replaced by 
sunny days with a soft breeze. 

Rehearsal Notes
Spring's Awakening contains multiple syncopated rhythmic figures that differ from one another.  It's important to isolate these elements and have sections with 
the same ostinatos rehearse them together, not only for consistency but also to differentiate between the syncopated rhythms that they hear.  The music also 
presents a great opportunity to work on balance and blend within the ensemble.  M. 11-18, for example, should focus on tone color and quality to try to achieve 
a beautiful, warm sound.

About the Composer
Jeremy Bell received his Bachelor of Music degree in Music Composition from Bradley University in Peoria, IL where he studied with Dr. 
Stephen Heinemann. In 2011, he graduated from Arizona State University with a Masters in Music Composition after studying with Dr. 
Rodney Rogers and Dr. Jody Rockmaker. His first commissioned work was accepted for publication in 2011, and since then, Jeremy has 
been active as a band and choral composer while simultaneously working on developing his commercial composition portfolio. Jeremy 
currently instructs the Music Theory and Appreciation course at Collins College in Tempe, Arizona, in addition to teaching private lessons 
on piano, flute, guitar, and voice. He is a performer and entertainer at The Big Bang Dueling Piano bar in Tempe and the Assistant Music 
Director at Church of the Master in Mesa, Arizona.
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