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Program Notes
Bring a Torch, Jeanette, Isabella is a traditional Christmas carol, which originated as a dance for the nobles.  Words were later added, and the song became a 
well-known Christmas carol.  A common misconception is that Jeanette Isabella is one person; however, Jeanette and Isabella were two milkmaids that shared 
the good news of Jesus’ birth with the villagers. In this setting, the beautiful melodic line moves throughout the ensemble.   

Notes to the Director
In this arrangement, the percussion plays an important part in the overall timbre of the piece, presenting a great opportunity for teaching technique and critical 
listening.

The introduction statement should be played smoothly. The solo at m. 16 is written in the clarinet and trumpet part. At the conductor’s discretion, both may play 
together as a duet, or either may play solo.  In m. 25 all clarinets and trumpets join the soloist.  The melody is treated as a round at m. 24, with the flute being the 
first statement.  Ensure that all entrances are balanced through this section.  Be careful that the low brass part does not cover up the instruments playing the round.

At m. 25 a suspended cymbal may be used as a substitute for the crash cymbal.  The triangle has solos starting at m. 36.  The dotted half notes in measures 35, 
37,42 and 44 need to be held for full value.  At m. 63, another round begins, this time with the lower voices, and moving up.  Make sure that all entrances are 
balanced.

M. 77 starts the transition into the new key at m. 81.  This section builds in intensity utilizing a steady crescendo and ritardando.  It is important that the suspension 
in the 2nd clarinet, alto and 2nd trumpet is heard in m. 80 right before the key change.  At m. 81 the tempo is slower and the ensemble plays forte.  This is an 
ensemble forte and no instrument should stand out over the others.  At m. 90 the dynamics go back to piano as the introduction theme is reintroduced.

I hope you and your group will enjoy performing Bring A Torch, Jeanette Isabella: An Eventide Carol.

About the Composer
Todd Phillips hails from Northeast Indiana. At the age of six, he picked up his father’s trumpet and has been playing ever since. His love 
of music and the ability to pass it on to future generations is manifested in his varied teaching career.

Todd Phillips is the band director for several Lutheran Elementary schools in the Fort Wayne area as well as the Jazz Band Director at 
Concordia Lutheran High School. Todd also assists with the state level Concordia High School Marching Band.

Over his 24 years of teaching, Todd has taught students from kindergarten through college and has been arranging and composing pieces 
for a variety of groups for over 25 years. His students are always excited to debut new pieces that were written or arranged for their bands.
Todd received a Bachelor of Science in Music Education from Indiana University-Purdue University, Fort Wayne and a Master of Arts in 
Music from Ball State University. He has also continued his education at the Vandercook College of Music.

As a freelance musician, Todd has been featured on his trumpet, keyboard, and trombone in groups ranging from the nationally known Sammy Kay Orchestra to 
the Box Tops and as the opening act for Three Dog Night. He regularly plays around the Fort Wayne area with numerous groups and as a solo artist. Todd also 
lends his talents to two contemporary church groups and the Fort Wayne Area Community Band.

Instrumentation

2019 Concert Band CD
WFR398

CATALYST
The Washington Winds, 
Edward S. Petersen – Conductor
CONTENTS: Celebration Fanfare (Reineke/arr. Romeyn), To A New Journey (Wada), Swirling In The Light Bulbs (Sciaino), Catalyst (Romeyn), Petite Piece Concertante 
(Balay/arr. Glover), Maelstrom (Neeck), Petersborough Sleighride Galop (Eilenberg/arr. Glover), To Honor America (Swearingen), Among The Stars (Galvin), To Those 

Who Dream (Daehn), Dancing In The Rain (Jarvis), The Morning’s First Light (Shaffer), River Of Peril (Webb), Spring’s Awakening (Bell), With One Courageous Voice (Eastmond), Catapult! (Huckeby), 
A Fond Farewell (Susi), From Wales To Harlech (arr. Glover), Tornado Alley (Susi), Island Fiesta (C.T. Smith)
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