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NOTE TO CONDUCTOR*

Exact tempi will depend, as always, on the size of the
performing group and the acoustical conditions under
which the performance is to take place. For this reason, all
tempo indications, and especially the metronomic settings,
should be taken as general indications only, as a guide to
the conductor in determining his own individual choices in
this area.

Again, depending on the size of the performing group as a
whole, the extra choir of trumpets and trombones called for
in the finale may be increased by doubling or even tripling
each of the six parts of which it consists (three trumpets and
three trombones). One of each should be sufficient, how-
ever, with anything from a wind ensemble up to about 65
total players.

The harp part may also be performed on a synthesizer with
a harp or similar setting if need be. lt can also be played,
with discretion, by a pianist on an open grand piano.

The solo clarinet passages beginning at measure 262, and
again at five measures before 277, may also be played on
a soprano saxophone, if available, with excellent effect.
These passages, and the one for solo fiute coming
between them, should be played somewhat freely, as if to
recall the solo cantor, or chanter, in a sacred service
intoning a passage from scripture.

The tempi in the faster sections, such as at measure 58,
and especially the final fugue beginning at measure 277,
should only be taken as fast as each line of these complex
textures can be played clearly and cleanly. It must be
remembered that speed is the result of clarity in the attack
of each note making up these quicker moving passages.

The finale, beginning at measure 371 should be played
broadly but without dragging, and with the greatest
possible support and sostenuto on each and every tone.
The extra choir of trumpets and trombones should be so
placed as to be able to cut through the rest of the texture
with their fanfare-like figures, and with all possible
brilliancy of sound.

*The conductor may be interested in a detailed rehearsal analysis of this
work, by Harry Begian, appearing in the June, 1988, issue of The Instru-
mentalist magazine.

PROGRAM NOTE

PRAISE JERUSALEM! (Kovia Yeroosaghem), Variations
on an Armenian Easter Hymn, is built upon a 7th Century
melody notated by the great Armenian musicologist,
Gomidas Vartabed, and found in the collection titled
“Chants of the Divine Liturgy of the Armenian Apostolic
Church” where its opening lines (in English translation) run:

Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem!

Christ is risen from the dead, Alleluia!

Notwithstanding the text of the hymn itself, as noted above,
the tite PRAISE JERUSALEM! (Kovia Yeroosaghem) is
found as such in three different Armenian hymnals, even
though it is not actually a literal translation but only an
adaptation of the first line of the text.

The music is in the form of an introduction, theme with five
variations, and a finale, all developed from elements
presentin the original hymn melody itself. The introduction
is meant to present a version of the main theme in a
manner appropriate to its message: the occurrence of the
greatest of all miracles, the Tomb having opened, and the
earth reeling in shock before it. The finale returns to this
reaffirmation of love and regeneration, with the main theme
returning in a glorified manner, as if the trumpets of Heaven
were proclaiming the risen Christ throughout the world.

The five variations have no programmatic significance and
are meant to explore the purely musical possibilities
inherent in this 1300-year old melody, utilizing the full
resources of the modern wind orchestra or concert band, to
which is added, in the finale, an extra choir of trumpets and
trombones.

PRAISE JERUSALEM! was commissioned by Purdue
University in honor of the 100th anniversary celebration of
its Band programs, and was first performed there on April
19th, 1987 (Easter Sunday) by the Purdue University
Symphonic Band under the direction of Harry Begian.
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CASSETTE RECORDING AVAILABLE

An excellent full performance recording of PRAISE
JERUSALEM! by the Purdue University Band may be ob-
tained from the publisher for $3.00. Write to:

C.L. Barnhouse Co.

Cassette Recordings

P.O. Box 680

Oskaloosa, 1A 52577
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ALFRED REED

ALFRED REED is a native New
Yorker — born in Manhattan on
January 25, 1921. His parents loved
good music and made it part of their
daily lives; as a result, he was well
acquainted with most of the stan-
dard symphonic and operatic reper-
toire while still in elementary school.

Beginning formal music training at
the age of ten, he studied trumpet
and was playing professionally
while still in High School. He worked
on theory and harmony with John Sacco, and continued
later as a scholarship student of Paul Yartin.

After three years at the Radio Workshop in New York, he
enlisted in the Air Force during World War Il, and was
assigned to the 529th Army Air Force Band. During his
three and a half years with this organization, Alfred Reed
became deeply interested in the Concert Band and its
music. He produced nearly 100 compositions and
arrangements for band before leaving the Service.

Following his release, he enrolled at the Juilliard School
of Music as a student of Vittorio Giannini. In 1948 he
became a staff composer and arranger with NBC and,
subsequently, ABC in New York, where he wrote and
arranged music for radio and television, as well as for
record albums and films.

In 1953 Mr. Reed became conductor of the Baylor
Symphony Orchestra at Baylor University in Waco, Texas,
at the same time completing his interrupted academic
work. His Master’s thesis was the RHAPSODY FOR VIOLA
AND ORCHESTRA, which later was to win the Luria Prize.
Itreceived its first performance in 1959, and was published
in 1966. During the two years at Baylor he also became
interested in the problems of educational music at all
levels, especially in the development of repertoire material
for band, orchestra and chorus. This led, in 1955, to his
accepting the post of editor in a major publishing firm. He
leftthis position in September, 1966, to join the faculty of the
School of Music at the University of Miami, as Professor of
Music, holding a joint appointment in the Theory-
Composition and Music Education Departments, and to
develop the Unique Music Merchandising Degree
Program at that institution.

With over 200 published works for Concert Band, Wind
Ensemble, Orchestra, Chorus and various smaller
chamber music groups, many of which have been on the
required performance lists for the past 15 years, Dr. Reed
is one of the nation’s most prolific and frequently performed
composers. In addition to winning the Luria Prize in 1959,
he has been awarded some 52 commissions to date

..with more on the way! His work as a guest conductor
and clinician has taken him to 40 states, Japan, Europe,
Canada, Mexico, and South America, and for six
consecutive years, six of his works have been on the
required list of music for all Concert Bands in Japan. He left
New York for Miami, Florida, in 1960, where he has made
his home ever since.

In the Fall of 1980, following the retirement of Dr.
Frederick Fennell, Dr. Reed was appointed conductor and
music director of the University of Miami Symphonic Wind
Ensemble.
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c. 54

Theme:
[31] Molte moderato e sostenuto J

poco ritenuto
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Variation I:
58 Allegretio J

©. 72 (atways lightly and detached)
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Variation II:
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Variation I1I:
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Variarion IV:

Lento - colla parte (somewhat freely)
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