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NOTE TO THE CONDUCTOR

“Pageant of Light” was written for and dedicated to the Edison
High School Wind Ensemble, Milan, Ohio.

The rubato style introduction should be performed strictly with
solo instruments. At no time should there be doublings on any
instrument during measures 1 through 12. Throughout the intro-
duction, it is important to retain the same style between the
woodwind quintet and the brass choir.

The Allegro tempo set in measure 25 should be very quick, as it
will be the tempo for the entire opening statement of the melody.
The rhythmic figures in the upper woodwinds, measure 50, and
low brass, measure 58, should be played in a very short staccato
style, being careful not to play too heavily.

The two 6/8 sections, measures 74, 75, 76 and 128, 129, are
“conventional” meter changes from duple to triple; just add an
eighth note to the individual pulse. The ritard three measures
before 93 should not be extremely broad, just a gradual reduction
of speed to the moderate tempo of the slower middle section.

Attention should be paid, in the slower middle section, to chord
balance, expression, and phrasing. Specifically, phrasing marks
have been written into the melodies of this section and should be
observed closely.

The finale, beginning at measure 111, should be at the same
tempo, if not slightly faster, than the original fast section. Do not
allow the composition to drag at the Maestoso, measure 131,
direct it, though, to lead dramatically into the Presto with as much
speed as technique will allow.

THE COMPOSER

David Shaffer was born in Columbus,
Ohio and attended schools in Grove
City, Ohio before earning degrees at
both the Ohio State University and
Miami University (Ohio). He has
taught in the school systems of Ham-
iton, Northridge and Wyoming, Ohio.
Currently, he is the Ohio Director of
Music On The Move Inc., and a free-
lance composer/arranger/clinician.

M. Shaffer has numerous published
compositions to his credit. Many have
been used at music clinics and festivals in the United States and
Canada, and have been placed on a number of state contest
required performance lists. Just recently, the Japanese Band
Directors Association selected his PRINCETON VARIATIONS for
inclusion on their high school required music list.

Under Mr. Shaffer’s direction, the Wyoming, Ohio High School
String Orchestra performed as the opening group at the 1984
Mid-West International Band and Orchestra Clinic in Chicago.

David Shaffer
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