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The Composer

David Shaffer was. born in
Columbus, Ohio, and attended
Grove City High School, Grove
City, Ohio. He holds a Bachelor
Degree from the Ohio State
University and a Master of Music
Degree from Miami University
(Ohio). Mr. Shaffer has taught in
the Ohio communities of Hamilton,
Northridge and Wyoming. Currently
he is the assistant director and
&rincipal music arranger for the
iami University (Ohio) Marching
Band and is a free-lance composer/arranger/clinician.

Mr. Shaffer has numerous band compositions and
arrangements published by the C.L. Barnhouse Co.. His
compositions have been used at clinics and music
festivals around the world and have been placed on many
state contest required performance lists.

Mr. Shaffer has conducted new music reading clinics and
music festivals across the United States and Canada and
is in constant demand as an educational clinician. During
the summers of 1986 and 1992 he served as instrumental
director for the Saskatchewan School of Fine arts.

About The Commission
“Flight of the Pegasus” was commissioned by the Ohio
Chapter of the American School Band Directors
Association in memory of Emil Puffenberger. The piece
was premiered by the ASBDA High School Honors Band at
the National Convention in Columbus, Ohio in June 1993.
Mr. Puffenberger was a charter member of ASBDA and he
had served as its National President. His contributions to
the school band movement were numerous. He will be
remembered for his superb bands and his willingness and
enthusiasm in assisting other band directors.

Program Notes
In the mythical Greek tradition, heroes must often prove
themselves by accomplishing impossible tasks. Perseus
struggled against and killed the monstrous Medusa while
Hercules endured Twelve Labors including a descent into
the underworld.

In this work, a most perilous labor is thrust upon-the
Corinthian hero Bellerophon: to combat Chimaera, a
troublesome monster with a fire-breathing goat’'s head, the
forequarters . of a lion and the hind part of a dragon. No
man could ever vanquish the Chimaera alone, but
Bellerophon had a valuable ally, the winged horse
Pegasus. Listen as Bellerophone and Pegasus craftily
torment Chimaera with a child-like vengeance, culminating
as our hero plunges from a great height in a victorious
assault upon the monstrous creature.

Rehearsal Sugbgestions

It is important that this piece be performed with great
attention to music energy. The opening tempo marked
brilliante should be as close to MM=164 as possible and
maintained throughout the entire first section of the piece
which ends at measure 98. The beginning of the middle
section (Measure 104) should be conducted in a slow 3
and gradually accelerate throughout each 8 bar phrase.
Beﬁinnin in‘measure 112, the feel should be a moderate
waltz and should be conducted in 1 with the fastest tempo
coming at measure 130. There should be no cut-off
between the fermata in measure 145 and the 1st note of
measure 146. At measure 159 the tempo should revert
back to the original brillante. The timpani roll in measure
184 should be very dramatic; almost excessive with a
tremendous accelerando so that the presto at measure
185 is both driving and exciting. Be sure that the
percussion soli in measures 191 and 192 is performed
cleanly and do not allow the tempo to slow in the final 3
measures of the composition.

David Shaffer
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