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THE QUEST
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PROGRAM NOTES

This exciting work for concert band is inspired by educators
and students across the nation in their ongoing Quest for
excellence.

Education is the key to success, and the unlimited potential of
every human being is expressed in the dynamic strains of the
opening. The powerful energy waiting to be tapped. in every
student by dedicated teachers leads to the drama of the
middle section. The andante paints the beauty of the human
spirit as the Quest for excellence unfolds.and blossoms.

Empowered with knowled?e, a student leaves the teacher for
their personal Quest in life. This is musically symbolized in
the return to the high momentum of the allergo which
culminates in the powerful conclusion.

The Quest leaves the audience and performers energized,
motivated, and feeling good about themselves. In the same
manner, a good education stimulates the individual.

This work is inspired by one of the most critical issues of the
day; the importance of education. It delivers the forceful
message that each of us is a teacher as well as a student in
our Quest to leave the world a better place for having been
here.

Dale L. Reuss
Conductor, Southshore Concert Band

THE COMPOSER

David Shaffer was born in Columbus,
Ohio, and attended Grove City High
School, Grove City, Ohio. He holds a
Bachelor Degree from the Ohio State
University and a Master of Music
Degree from Miami University (Ohio).
Mr. Shaffer has taught in the Ohio
communities of Hamilton, Northridge
and Wyoming. Currently he is the
assistant director and principal music
arranger for the Miami University
(Ohio) Marching Band and is a free-
lance composer/arranger/clinician.

Mr. Shaffer has numerous band compositions and
arrangements published by the C.L. Barnhouse Co.. His
compositions have been used at clinics and music festivals
around the world and have been placed on many state
contest required performance lists.

Mr. Shaffer has conducted new music reading clinics and
music festivals across the United States and Canada and is
in constant demand as an educational clinician. During the
summers of 1986 and 1992 he served as instrumental
director for the Saskatchewan School of Fine arts.

Several of Mr. Shaffer's most popular band compositions
have recently been recorded by the “Washington Winds” and
are available on a new “Walking Frog Records” compact disc
entitled “A Perfect Fit".

THE SOUTHSHORE CONCERT BAND

The Southshore Concert Band is an adult community band
composed of both professional and non-professional
musicians. The group is based in Bridgman, Michigan, a
small town in Southwestern Michigan on the Southern shore
of Lake Michigan. The band is conducted bg Mr. Dale L.
Reuss, band director for the Bridgman Public Schools.
Associate Conductors are Mrs. Dixie Detgen, from the
Buchanan Public Schools and Mr. Tom Crowner, from the
River Valley Public Schools.

The Band rehearses from September to June and performs
four concerts per season. The philosophy of the Southshore
Concert Band is to have fun creating music together. The
weekly rehearsals are the main focus of the band’s season,
with the periodic concerts being an invitation to the public to
share the joy of music. The Band has approximately 70
members from all walks of life.

The Southshore Concert Band was formed in 1991 by Mr.
Ruess and has been an active musical organization in
Southwestern Michigan ever since. The Southshore
membership hopes that band members everywhere in the
world enjoy performing “The Quest” and that audiences share
in the excitement of this piece as much as they did at its
premiere on March 19, 1995 with the composer guest-
conducting.



Commissoned by and Dedicated to the Southshore Community Band,
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