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. THE BARNHOUSE ”

Classics For Concert Band Series
This new series of transcriptions of standard musical clas-
sics represents an attempt to make available to wind
groups, at all levels of performance, some of the most
enduring music of all time in versions that are specifically
conceived as being not just good music, but also good wind
music as well.

Especially with arrangements, but also even with note-for-
note transcriptions from one medium to another, the
responsibility of the re-composer (for that is what the
arranger or transcriber really is) to the original composer
and his work is the foundation on which a successful such
derivative work must rest. The feeling on the part of the lis-
tener that what is being heard is actually the original version
(or could be the original version) of the work, is the measure
of the arranger/transcriber's success, both from the techni-
cal and artistic points of view. It is the goal which we seek
to attain for each work selected for inclusion in this series.

ALFRED REED
INSTRUMENTATION
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Program Note

The “Water Music” by George Frederic Handel is among the
most sublime music ever written originally for outdoor per-
formance. It is one of the earliest works written by Handel
during his years in England. The music was written to
accompany a royal party, thrown by the newly-crowned King
George |, which traveled by barge down the Thames River
from Whitehall to Chelsea and back. The first performance,
during July of 1717, was well-received by the king and,
along with the popular success-of his operas, helped to
secure Handel's position as royal composer in London.

The “Water Music” is a collection of Baroque dances, over-
tures, and airs. Although the original order of the various
movements is unknown, the music is generally divided
today into three suites based on key. The two movements
included in this transcription are from the “Suite In D”.

Performance Notes
To obtain an authentic Baroque-sounding interpretation of
this piece, wind instrumentalists would do well to take inspi-
ration from the detache bowing used by string players in the
performance of music from this period. For the wind player
this means individual notes should be well articulated, sus-
tained with energetic wind support, and slightly separated.

When a note that is trilled is tied to another note, the trill will
stop on the second note. The inverted mordent sign indi-
cates a short, rapid alternation occurring on the beat
between the written note and the note immediately above it.

The many existing recordings of this music may also serve
as wonderful teaching examples to students who are being
introduced to the performance of Baroque music.

The Arranger

Robert Longfield is an award-win-
ning composer, arranger, and edu-
cator. Born and raised in Grand
Rapids, Michigan, he graduated
with honors from the University of
Michigan where he studied with
Jerry Bilik and Paul Boylan and was
a member of the band under William
Revelli and George Cavender. He
also earned a degree from the
University of Miami where he was a
student of Alfred Reed.

For fifteen years Mr. Longfield was
the band and orchestra director at Davison High School,
Davison, Michigan. Since 1987 he has held a similar posi-
tion at Miami Palmetto Senior High School, Miami, Florida.
Mr. Longfield was the recipient of the “Teacher of the Year”
award by the Michigan School Band and Orchestra
Association. In 1996 he received the “Mr. Holland Award”
from the National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences
for outstanding contributions to music education.

A member of ASCAP, Mr. Longfield has received several
commissions and his compositions and arrangements have
been played and recorded by bands throughout the United
States as well as in Europe and Japan .
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