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MILLENNIUM Il
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FUll CONAUCION SCOME ...t ceeecetiee e s eraesne e e estaessaeeaaersessanns
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O oot o [T | (o 1T NS
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English Homn ............
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Eb Clarinet................
1st Bb Clarinet....
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3rd Bb Clarinet .....
Eb Alto Clarinet .....
Bb Bass Glainet ..t iiia i
Bb Contrabass Clannet .........cccceeeeeieieir e erereee e e essssesnesas e
Bb Soprano Saxophone . 4
ED AltO SAXOPRONE ...ttt ebe s
BO Tonor SAXOPHONE: v rimsmesssiinsiisissssisiviastsssisessmisssimsimsis i
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1st Bb Trumpet ...............
2nd Bb Trumpet ...
3rd Bb Trumpet ........
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1st & 2nd F Horns ...
3rd & 4th F Horns ...
1st Trombone ... .
2 TrOMBONE iaciiciiniiniisnniasianmiosiinisanisnidsninsaaiaiisnnsiss s g Tk s +sgle=is
3rd TrOMDONE ...t eeeere e et teenseecneebraa e s e ennieaneenaeannen
Baritone BC .... .
Baritone TG smneunsnmsnnnnnimnninllia N o s
String Bass .......ccccceeeenne
Xylophone/Bells/Marimba ..
Chimes ............

N R T ST O O e O O O L -1 B CERE N

Pair Cymbals/Suspended Cymbals/Gong
Snare Drum/Bass Drum ...c......icecveeeeenn
TiMPaNi .ooveereieeeeens

Program Notes

Commissioned by the SONY Corporation for the 40th anniversary of the
founding of the Sony Concert Band, this brilliant greeting to the Third
Millennium was first performed by this outstanding wind group on their
anniversary concert in U-Port Hall, Tokyo, Japan under the direction of
the composer, on November 20, 1998.

A powerful opening fanfare-like motive, from which nearly all of the
other thematic material in the work is derived, in multi-rhythmic
groupings and patterns representing, perhaps, the wide diversity of
peoples and cultures in a world entering upon a third millennium, leads
to a bright, optimistic theme that ultimately winds its way through the
whole ensemble as it develops, first in woodwind and saxophone colors
then joined by the brasses. This, in turn, is succeeded by a slower
more reflective section, as if to look back on past themes with a mixture
of joy and nostalgia, and then a series of fanfares builds the musical
texture towards the return of the brightly moving second theme, which
leads to the return of the first brilliant fanfare, bringing the work to a
brilliant optimistic conclusion.

Rehearsal Suggestions

As always, the proper tempo for any individual performance of this
music will depend on a number of factors present in each case: the
acoustical ambiance in the hall, the size of the performing group and
its instrumentation, and the ability of each player to perform his or her
line with the utmost clarity and rhythmic precision...always a crucial
matter in the case of multi-rhythmic textures. The basic technical
approach must be the absolute equivalence of all eighth notes
regardless of time signature or the conductor's beat pattern; all eighth
notes must be exactly the same in duration or the rhythmic effect will
be diluted and obscured.

Depending on the tempo taken at the beginning, the second theme, at
measure 24, may well be taken the same way, with the quarter notes
being equal...or else faster if the opening has been taken a bit slower to
insure clarity of attack and performance.

The middle section, beginning at measure 114, should be slightly broad
and lyrical, but still have a feeling of quiet forward movement which
continues throughout the succeeding section where the fanfares begin
once again , at measure 132. The return of the second theme at
measure 153 brings the music back to its original tempo which then
prevalils to the end.

Careful attention to phrasing, dynamics and above all, clear articulation,
will result in a brilliant performance of this powerful and rousing score.

About the Composer

Composer, arranger, conductor and editor,
Alfred Reed's life was intertwined with music
almost from birth in New York City on
January 25th, 1921. His Iparents loved good
music and made it part of their daily lives; as
a result he was well acquainted with most of
the standard symphonic and operatic
repertoire while still in elementary school.

Beginning formal music training at the age
of ten as a trumpet player, he was alread
playing professionally while still in hig
school, and shortly thereafter began the serious study of harmony
and counterpoint as a prelude to composition, which had come to
exercise a stronger hold on his interest and ambition than playing.
After three years at the Radio Workshop in New York, he spent the
next three in service during World War Il, where, as a member of an
Air Force Band, he became deeply interested in the concert band and
its music. Following his release, he enrolled at the Juilliard School of
Music to study under Vittorio Giannini, and from there, in 1948,
became a staff composer and arranger with NBC and subsequently,
with ABC, where he wrote and arranged music for radio, television,
record albums and films.

In 1953, Alfred Reed resumed his academic work (which had been
interrupted by his leaving Juilliard for NBC) and became conductor of the
Baylor Symphony Orchestra while at Baylor University in Texas. His
Masters thesis was the RHAPSODY FOR VIOLA AND ORCHESTRA,
which was to win the Luria Prize. Two years later, in 1955, he accepted
the post of editor in a major music publishing firm, and for the next 11
years became deeply concerned with the problems of educational music
at all levels of performance. In 1966 he left this position to join the faculty
of the School of Music at the University of Miami, where he developed the
first four-year Music Industry program, and in 1980, following the
retirement of his old friend and colleague, Dr. Frederick Fennell, was
appeinted music director and conductor of the University of Miami
Symphonic Wind Ensemble.

With over 200 published works in all media, many of which have been on
required performance lists for over 25 years, Dr. Reed is one of the
nation's most prolific and frequently performed composers. In addition to
winning the Luria Prize in 1959, he has been awarded over 60
commissions. . . with more on the way! His work as a guest conductor has
taken him to 49 states, Canada, Mexico, Europe, Japan, Australia and
South America. He was the first “foreign” conductor to be invited to
conduct and record with the world famous Tokyo Kosei Wind Orchestra,
and is today the most frequently performed foreign composer in Japan.

Dr. Reed left New York for Miami, Florida, in 1960, where he has made his
home ever since.
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