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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

After graduating from high school in Nome,
Alaska and from the University of Alaska,
Anchorage with a degree in music education,
Jonathan McBride went on to teach multiple
levels of both band and choir in Alaska for 9
years. Jonathan currently teaches k-12 band,
choir, and general music in the small town of
Pateros, Washington, where he currently lives
with his wife and daughter.

In 2010 Jonathan earned his master’s degree
in instrumental conducting from the American
Band College, and became a National Board
Certified Teacher in Instrumental Music. Jonathan is-a consistent pre-
senter at Washington's State Music Education Conference, and his
bands have been featured performers at both the Alaska and
Washington conferences. In addition to teaching and composing,
Jonathan McBride also directs the Okanogan Valley Chorus, and per-
forms in a local barbershop quartet with fellow educators.

Jonathan's compositions have been performed by various bands and
choirs at honor and mass festivals; as well as regional contests, and are
a consistent favorite for both students and audiences

PROGRAM NOTES

The majestic opening of Avalanche! transports us to an imposing
amphitheater of craggy, snowcapped peaks, brightly lit by the spring sun,
and stretching up to the clear blue sky. It grows ominous however, as a
small, seemingly insignificant rock fall impacts a slab of icy, unstable snow
that is already precariously clinging to the side of the mountain. The newly-
triggered avalanche begins careening down the slope, slowly at first, but
already building up speed and momentum as it devours more and more
debris. Rocks and trees are no match for this unstoppable force, and soon
it becomes a heart-pounding adrenaline ride to escape the furious devas-
tation of the Avalanche!

REHEARSAL NOTES

Avalanche! can be an exciting and powerful musical experience for you
and your ensemble if it is used both to develop new skills and to feature
the strengths of your group. Although these will vary with each ensem-
ble, some areas you may choose to highlight are:

« Correctly listening for, identifying, and performing, melodies and
chords that include accidentals: In measures with accidentals,
demonstrate chords first with section leaders or a small, select
group. Then add players to help musicians correctly match these
pitches.

» Maintaining quality tone and musicality: Encourage your ensem-
ble to do everything possible to convey the power and panic of an
approaching “avalanche without breaking the “taste” barrier.
Practice musicality on the many single-note accents by playing
these first as accented whole notes, half notes, and quarter notes
with accurate pitch and quality tone. Then make the transition to
shorter length accents in tempo.

« Using dynamics and articulations to build excitement: The for-
tissimo piano dynamics should evoke heavy impacts, or pounding
heartbeats. This is also true of the mezzo-forte/piano markings.
Work to keep this intensity from very soft to very loud dynamic lev-
els. The louder the fortissimos, and the softer the pianos, the
more exciting the piece will be for both players and audience.
Practice making sudden transitions differ in volume greatly while
maintaining accurate pitch and quality tone.

* Melodic and Harmonic Balance: Build to the sections that con-
tain full melodic themes, and encourage your ensemble to listen
and identify these themes and melodies when they occur. Work
with your ensemble to ensure that these themes are brought out.

» Rhythmic precision: Avalanche! is full of melodic fragments, osti-
natos and rhythmic or melodic sequences. Help performers stay
precise while also listening for how all parts interact. Alternate
practicing parts individually and in various combinations to help
students make these connections.

I hope you enjoy rehearsing and performing Avalanche!

- Jonathan McBride

CD Recording Available

WFR381
INTO THE SUNSET
The Washington Winds

Edward Petersen - Conductor

CONTENTS: Into The Sunset (Conaway); The Boys of the Old Brigade (Chambers/arr. Glover): Up From Earth's Center (Romeyn); But For The Love Of lreland
(Swearingen), Force of Destiny (Neeck); The Huntress (King/arr. Glover); Avalanche! (J. McBride); The Skaters' Wallz (Waldteufel/arr. Longfield); Sunrise Over Kilimanjaro
(Huckeby); Passacaglia (Bach/arr. Glover); Carolina’s Majesty (Shaffer); Aguero, paso doble (Franco); Mazama (Chattaway); Open Thy Heart (Bizet/arr. Glover); Minimalist

Dances (Conaway)
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