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TIME, TONE, TUNE & TECHNIQUE

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Time, Tone, Tune & Technique is a collection of band warm-up exer-
cises designed to reinforce and improve critical ensemble skills.
Please note the following regarding each section of the warm-up set.

Time: | suggest introducing this exercise with clapping. The lack of
sustain while clapping allows all to hear any timing issues very clearly.
You may wish to explore the exercise as various tempi. | suggest you
use the tempo of any literature you will be rehearsing that particular
day as a starting point.

| suggest you use the metronome strategically during this process.
Begin with the metronome. However, at the point the band is comfort-
able with the exercise, | suggest you turn off the metronome and use
only conductor’s beat pattern as the time source. As an optional exten-
sion, conduct tempo changes throughout the exercise. This will rein-
force the connection between the band and conductor.

At an appropriate point, | suggest you count off the exercise and let the
band then perform with no metronome or conductor. This experience
will focus the band on their sense of steady beat. | have included a
variety of time signatures. You may wish to focus on one particular
section of the exercise as you prepare to read and rehearse a piece in
that time signature.

As an advanced exercise, please consider applying the rhythmic pat-
terns to various scales and note sets based on your performance liter-
ature. For example, select a major scale and ask the band to play the
scale ascending, descending and ascending once again. Apply that
note sequence to the rhythmic figures beginning at letter A. By the time
they ascend the scale for the second time, they will end at the first note
of C. Using A to the downbeat of C on 8-note scales provides an inter-
esting way to focus on scale vocabulary and ensemble timing simulta-
neously. As you explore various scales and sections of the timing exer-
cise, you will find unique teaching opportunities. Have fun with this!

Tone: Letter H Chorale - This is a simple warm-up chorale designed to
provide a consistent setting for the band to hear and adjust tone qual-
ity as well as ensemble balance. |have kept the ranges limited and
centered allowing the chorale to be used in quick or elongated warm-
up situations. | have notated dynamic shaping allowing the band to
work on balance while maintain a smooth crescendo or decrescendo.
| suggest the band learn to sing the chorale as well. Please ask all to
adjust to the appropriate octave for their particular voice.

Letter | Chorale — This chorale was written to focus on vertical listen-
ing/tuning and timbre. With the first clarinets providing the initial refer-
ence pitch, the band should listen, then play the first phrase leading to
the fermata. The Bb Major chord in the fourth bar should be balanced
and tuned vertically. | suggest you isolate each voice of the chord,
then build from the bottom voice up to the top.” This layering technique
will reinforce vertical listening skills throughout the ensemble.

Tune: This is a set of tuning chords | have been using for decades in
my teaching. The traditional I-IV-V is present providing a sense of
familiarity and comfort for the ensemble. However, the last three
chords provide a chromatic experience resolving back to the tonic.
Isolating these three chords opens up-an opportunity to talk about mul-
tiple tuning principles including temperament should your particular
teaching situation allow. | have included the chord sequence in two
keys allowing for a solid exploration of various dynamic levels.

Technique: This simple pattern is designed to reinforce scales and
key signatures around the circle of 4ths and circle of 5ths. | suggest
you use the key center of the performance literature you will be work-
ing on that particular day as a starting point. Please consider begin-
ning in that key, then play through the entire cycle leading back to the
key center of the day. You may also wish to perform the scale exercis-
es in reverse order to reinforce the circle of 5ths.

| have notated the concert key at each rehearsal letter. Please feel
free to apply various articulations to the scale study extending the
learning beyond the written page. In the same fashion, please vary the
tempo of the exercises to allow for extended technique development.
The oboe and horn have been notated in octaves in certain keys for
range demands. Please encourage them to explore both octaves as
appropriate for your ensemble situation. Advanced players will want to
explore both octaves as they progress.

| hope that you and your band find Time, Tone, Tune & Technique to
be a rewarding and educational experience. Best wishes for your

every success!
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