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PROGRAM NOTES

Beyond The Western Sky was commissioned by the Williston, North
Dakota High School Band, in memory of Mr. Jim Geiermann, a former
teacher. Opening with a fanfare-like theme and driving percussion, this
work features soaring melodic lines below unique ostinato rhythmic fig-
ures in the woodwinds. Beautifully plaintive melodies in the middle sec-
tion are characteristic of the composer’s lyrical writing style. A return to
the original melodies and rhythms of the opening section leads Beyond
The Western Sky to a rousing and dramatic conclusion.

REHEARSAL SUGGESTIONS

Strive to achieve a bold and dramatic opening which climaxes in m. 23-
26. If necessary, horns may be doubled in other instruments at 31 to
establish a bold, lyrical statement of the primary theme. Maintain a
cleanly articulated staccato in the woodwind ostinato which comple-
ments the lyrical theme, without overshadowing the melodic line. The
percussion statement at 63 should be definitive, leading into the transi-
tion from 6/8 to 4/4 at m. 71. Observe the phrase markings in the
Andante section to achieve a flowing, connected style. Flexible interpre-
tation of the rubato is encouraged in order to provide vitality and energy
to the legato style. Observation of the dynamic indications is also criti-
cal to achieving a musically viable performance. In m. 121 (Broaden)
strive for dramatic emphasis of the dissonances as well as appropriate
interpretation of the sfp at m. 125. Proper execution of the decrescendo
and crescendo from m. 165 to 170 will set the stage for a dramatic con-
clusion in the last four bars.

- Ed Huckeby

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Ed Huckeby is an arts consultant and free-
lance composer, arranger, conductor and
clinician. His career has included roles in
higher education and arts administration,
most recently serving as President of
Southwestern Christian University in
Bethany, Oklahoma, until his retirement in
2014. Prior to his appointment at SCU, he
was Associate Vice President for Academic
Affairs and Professor of Music at
Northeastern State University-Broken Arrow
(OK). Huckeby also served as an arts
administrator for Tulsa Ballet Theatre, Inc.,
and holds the title of Emeritus Professor of
Music at Northwestern Oklahoma State
University where he served for over two decades as Music
Department Chairman and Dean of the Graduate School. He spent
eight years teaching instrumental music in the public schools of
Oklahoma, where his marching, concert and jazz bands won state
and regional acclaim. His success in the public schools led him into
the college teaching ranks where he became internationally recog-
nized as an outstanding music educator and composer of almost 200
published works for concert and marching band. Ed's ability to write
interesting and accessible instrumental music can be attributed to his
experience at a variety of musical levels.

Huckeby's performance background and experience is very eclectic,
having been a member of a symphony orchestra (horn), a jazz band
(trumpet), and a contemporary Christian quintet (bass guitar, keyboards
and vocals), as well as having served regularly as a church organist and
pianist. His outstanding contributions to the concert and marching band
literature have played an important role in the development of the con-
temporary band repertoire.

Ed holds a bachelor's degree in music education from East Central
University in Ada, Oklahoma, a master’s degree in music education
from the University of Oklahoma, and a doctorate in administration from
Oklahoma State University with additional study at the University of
North Texas. He has written music education articles for The
Instrumentalist, The American Music Teacher, and The Journal of the
International Horn Society, and has held memberships in Music
Educators MNational Conference, Oklahoma Music Educators
Association, Oklahoma Bandmasters Association, ASCAP, Phi Mu
Alpha Sinfonia, and Phi Beta Mu, where he served as a member of the
national board of directors and state chapter president. Huckeby was
selected as an "Qutstanding Young Man in America," is listed in the
"International Who's Who in Music," and was inducted into the
Oklahoma Bandmasters Association "Hall of Fame" in 1996. He has
created over 50 commissioned works and has served as a clinician,
adjudicator and conductor for instrumental ensembles around the
world, including Japan, Australia, Canada and across the United States.
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Commissioned by the Williston High School Band, Williston, North Dakota, Eric Rooke, Conductor,
in memory of Mr. Jim Geiermann, teacher, mentor and friend to all.
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