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Beyond the Cosmos

INSTRUMENTATION
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PROGRAM NOTES

Inspired by the heavens and what lies beyond, the composer has created a
magnificent composition capturing the beauty and awe of the .cosmos. A
powerful and majestic opening leads to a whimsical melodic statement in the
saxophones, which soon broadens to involve the full ensemble in a dramat-
ic musical moment. A lush lyrical middle section creates the perfect reflec-
tion of cosmic beauty leading to a dramatic and exciting conclusion.

REHEARSAL NOTES

The entire opening (m. 1 through m. 26) should be bold, beautiful and
dramatic. Emphasis of the alterations in tempo will maximize the musi-
cal potential. The main theme at m. 32 should be light and whimsical.
When the clarinets and bassoon enter at m. 40 this should be very stac-
cato. The bridge starting at m. 40 should emphasize the half notes har-
monies. Take care at'm. 60 to balance each musical line. The slower
section at m. 82 should use, if at all possible, solo oboe. As “Cantabile”
indicates, work for flowing musical lines especially in all of the accompa-
niment instruments. The recapitulation of the main themes begins at m.
120 and should be played with the same intensity and energy as the
opening.

| hope you enjoy preparing and performing Beyond the Cosmos.
- David Shaffer
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David Shaffer was born in Columbus, Ohio
and attended Grove City High School. He
holds a Bachelor Degree from the Ohio State
University and a Master of Music Degree from
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In addition to his involvement with the Miami University Marching Band,
Mr. Shaffer has over 350 compositions and arrangements in print. His
compositions have been used at clinics and music festivals around the
world and have been placed on contest required-performance lists in the
United States, Canada, Europe, Australia, and Asia. Mr. Shaffer has
been the recipient of the ASCAP Standard Award in Music Composition
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Under the direction of Mr. Shaffer, the Wyoming High School String
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National Band and Orchestra Director's Clinic in Chicago. Additional Mid-
West conducting appearances were in 2000 and 2001 when Mr. Shaffer
guest conducted his compositions with the Robinson School Band,
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In November 2007, Mr. Shaffer was invited to conduct his composition
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Mr. Shaffer is in demand as a conductor for new music reading clinics,
music festivals, and music education seminars. During the summer of
1986 and 1992, he served as instrumental director for the Saskatchewan
School of Fine Arts. In February of 1997 he conducted a program of his
music, with the China Youth Corps Band in the National Concert Hall,
Taipei, Taiwan. Mr. Shaffer is a past adjudicator for Drum Corps
International and Drum Corps Midwest and has judged championship
events for both organizations.

His professional affiliations include; Phi Mu Alpha, Kappa Kappa Psi, Phi
Beta Mu, Music Educators National Convention, Ohio Music Education
Association, Drum Corps MidWest & International Judges Guild, and
American Society of Composers, Authors, and Publishers (ASCAP).
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