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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Matt Conaway (b. 1979) is an Assistant
Professor of Bands at Purdue University in West
Lafayette, IN. He serves as Associate Director of
the famed “All-American”™ Marching Band,
directs the University Concert Band and Varsity
Band, assists with the basketball pep bands as
a director and staff arranger, and is the depart-
ment's technical coordinator. Prior to this
appointment, he served for ten years as the
Director of Bands for the West Lafayette
Community School Corporation, during which
time the program received many state and
national accolades for musical excellence.

His compositions for band range from very beginning through very advanced,
based on his experience working with all levels of performers in grades 5-12.
Matt is also an accomplished arranger, and has written for athletic bands at
Indiana University, Purdue University, and many high schools throughout the
Midwest. His arrangements have been heard on the national stage at multi-
ple bowl games and college basketball tournaments since 1999.

After graduating from Woodhaven (MI) High School in 1997, he attended
Indiana University — Bloomington, where he studied arranging with David
Woodley. He received his Bachelor of Music Education with Distinction in
2001, and earned a Masters of Music degree from the American Band
College of Sam Houston State University in 2010. Matt has been grant-
ed honorary membership in Tau Beta Sigma and Kappa Kappa Psi, and
was recently inducted into the Gamma Chapter of Phi Beta Mu. He is
also a member of NAfME, NBA, Indiana Music Educators Association,
Indiana Bandmasters Association, and ASCAP. He is in demand as a cli-
nician and adjudicator at concert band festivals and competitions
throughout the Midwest.

PROGRAM NOTES

On the Banks was commissioned by the Fountain/Warren Bi-County Honor Band
to celebrate 30 years of musical collaboration. | was tasked with writing a celebra-
tory and uplifting piece somehow relating to the Wabash River, which forms the
border between the two counties.

This river is perhaps Indiana's most significant geographical feature, and has
inspired a great deal of culture. In particular, two musical works ("On the Banks of
the Wabash" and "Back Home Again in Indiana") prominently feature the visual of
moonlight on the Wabash. The opening statement of this work reflects that seren-
ity and nostalgia.

Next, conflicts that have taken place along the river are portrayed in music, includ-
ing the Battle of Tippecanoe just to the northeast. We then move to a much more
upliting style, based on the melody from the opening section, transforming
rhythms from the conflict section.

Throughout the piece, brief quotations from the aforementioned selections are
interspersed to give a stronger tie to the Indiana heritage that is so proudly cher-
ished by the communities along our river. Having lived in Indiana now for half my
life, and within walking distance of the Wabash River for fourteen years, it was a
great honor to have been given the opportunity to write this music.

STATEMENTS OF "INDIANA" SONGS
- M. 57-58: Cl. 2,T. Sax, Tbn (both songs)
- M. 77-91: FI/Picc, Ob, Bsn, Euph (“On The Banks of the Wabash")
- M. 123-131: FI, Clar, A. Sax, Bells ("Back Home Again...")
=M. 173-175: B Cl, Bsn, T Sax, B Sax, Low Brass ("Back Home Again..."”)
- M. 175-176: FI/Picc, Ob, Clar, Bells (both songs)

GENERAL REHEARSAL NOTES

* At the beginning, the clarinet ensemble should be predominant, particularly the
dissonant divisi in 2nd clarinet. Allow the bass clarinet and bassoon to serve as
the foundation of these chords (having the root,) not the baritone saxophone.

* M. 17 - if any cued instruments are needed, | would prefer that all cued instru-
ments are used rather than having the sound of a brass ensemble with one wood-
wind voice.

* M. 35 - Take care to ensure that the second note of each woodwind slur does not
get clipped - the upbeat 8th notes need to be resonant.

* M. 61 - The staccato notes in the clarinet should be especially short and percus-
sive; just long enough to hear the harmony. Take care to avoid embouchure
"scoops" while playing this style.

* M. 93 - Make sure that all accents are achieved primarily through air support and
not through overly hard tonguing. This should only sound slightly more empha-
sized than the tenuto style marked at M. 101.

* Once the ensemble becomes comfortable with the syncopation beginning at m.
101, | suggest conducting in a "3/2" pattern for every two measures. | originally
wrote this section in 3/2, but | decided that the 4/4 - 2/4 pattern would make it eas-
ier. It will also make the transition to "Half Tempo" at m. 161 simpler.

* M. 153 - Make sure the woodwind and xylophone parts are very clear and bright
in tone color.

PERCUSSION NOTES

This composition is scored for seven players. While all parts should be consid-
ergd necessary, ensembles with limited personnel should eliminate parts in this
order:

1. Bells

2. Perc 1 - Bass Drum

3. Xylophone

4, Perc. 2 - One player only

- Matt Conaway
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