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Program Note

Jennifer Kustec Barringer, daughter of long-time Ohio bandmaster, John
Kustec, wrote to me several years ago asking if | could write a piece to honor
her father on his retirement from the Perkins Local Schools. She told me that
he recently had decided to retire, after a successful 36-year career (31 of those
at Perkins High School). A.composition commission would be a great way to
give back to a man who gave everything to his students. She informed me
that his band frequently played my works for concert or contest performances
(In fact, she was quick to tell me she had played my “Divertimented Dances”,
a piece written for the Massachusetts All-State Band, when she was a student
in her father’s band.)

No red-blooded American composer can refuse to respond.to being buttered
up so eloquently, so, of course, | agreed. Looking to “Mr. K’s” family
heritage, | quickly began scouring Slovenian.Folksongs, many | dictated
from recordings (melodic dictation DOES pay off!).and | started a file of
possibilities. Then, something terrible happened - | suffered a severe stroke.
And beside the physical paralysis, my cognitive skills froze. | sadly backed
out of my commitment, and | was unable to compose for almost 28 months.

| suppose Jennifer Kustec stubbornly waited for a miracle. One morning
| awoke and began to write again. And after two successful compositions,
Jennifer and | touched base again.

| love writing music to honor people like John Kustec, who, like a host of
music educators, never spent a single day of his life "going to work." And, as
with musicians of the caliber of Jennifer’s father, ending one career doesn’t
mean ending at all! Still an active conductor, he leads the North Coast Concert
Band, an adult band he has been involved with since 1983, playing oboe at
the band’s first rehearsal.

This Slovenian Folksong Fantasy is based on two folk melodies, “Sijaj, sijaj
sonece” and “Zrejlo je Zito”, which roughly translated are about golden
waves of wheat, golden haired children, yellow straw, and joy of a shining
sun — hence the name of the composition. (These are much better songs

than | chose 6 years ago!) W

About the Composer

1 David R. Holsinger presently serves Lee University,
Cleveland, Tennessee, as conductor of the Wind
Ensemble and Professor of Music. An elected member
of the American Bandmasters Association, Holsinger is
the recipient of numerous awards for his compositions.
He earned a BME from Central Methodist University,
a MA at the University of Central Missouri, a DMA at
the University of Kansas, and has been awarded a DHL
from Gustavus Adolphus College. Further information
about the composer can be found at www.davidrholsinger.com, along with
current errata and FAQ’s concerning his works and life.
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Commissioned by students, friends, and family
to honor Mr. John Kustec for his illustrious 36-year teaching career

Conductor Score OF SUN AND WHE AT David R. Holsinger

012-4985-00 A Slovenian Folksong Fantasy (ASCAP)
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