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Program Notes

Nanigo, (Néh-nee-goh) is an original jazz ensemble compaosition commissioned
by the Council Rock Education Foundation (CREF) in Newtown, Penn. This work
was premiered and directed by the composer on April 7, 2017, and the ensemble
members were high school students from Gouncil Rock North and Council Rock
South.

The title is derived from the Afro-Cuban 6/8 Nanigo rhythm/dance style, which
originated in Nigeria, a federal republic in West Africa. It is a religious ritual type
of rhythm and the music is often folkloric in nature. It is believed that the Nanigo
rhythm was the base for the most common Cuban rhythms heard today.

Notes to the Conductor

The effectiveness of this chart depends on how well the ensemble assimilates the
rhythmic components. [n particular, each member of the rhythm section must fully
understand the interconnection between his/her part and all other rhythm parts.
Furthermore, to produce a coherent groove, each player must learn and memorize
the part to the extent of playing relaxed, and not having to depend on reading
the music; that includes knowing where the percussion breaks occur. Practicing
individually and having many sectionals will help achieve this goal. Keep in mind
that the rhythm is the key ingredient that gives Latin music so much spice and
excitement.

The introduction has a bit of Latin jazz flavor and should be played bright. At m.
13, the 6/8 Afro-Cuban style takes over until m. 86, where the Montuno section is
introduced.

In the Montuno style, the piano plays a repetitive and short ostinato-like rhythmic
pattern against an overlapping bass “Tumbac” {groove). The chord changes are
arpeggiated and in this chart, they resemble a Flamenco-like 1-VII-VI-V sonority.
Throughout the Montuno section, the piano part is very percussive and it is
physically intense because of this constant repetition; however, the intent is to play
the part relaxed so that it does not sound stiff. The part should have a nice flow in
the background in order to highlight the melody and/or soloists. In the absence of
a piano, the entire groove has been cued in the vibraphone part.

Note that in the bass part, the fourth beat of every measure anticipates the tonic
note of the chord change in the following measure. This is common in Salsa and
Latin jazz music. Also, note that the bass pattern is broken every four measures to
allow for the first downbeat, which is very important to keep the groove in check.
Work on the bass and rhythm section interaction, and keep in mind that this is
really dance music.

NANIGO

Victor Lopez

M. 128 — 137 serves as an interlude to the 6/8 again while leading to the tenor sax
solo. Note that it is slightly faster at m. 128 and suddenly faster at m. 133. Make
certain that the tempo at m. 133-137 is the same as m.138 and that the transition
is seamless. The section at m. 142 may be opened for solos, and the backgrounds
may be cued accordingly. The tenor solo continues at m. 158 and intensifies at m.
172. Make certain that the transition from m. 157 to 158 is seamless.

Work on all percussion breaks as they are exposed throughout the chart.
Remember to also balance all of the instruments, especially the cowbell. The intent
is to get a unified and tight sound as opposed to loud playing, or one instrument
outplaying the other.

All drums should be properly tuned. The large drum of the timbales may be tuned
to F above middle C and the small drum to C above middle C; the interval of a
fourth. The bongo drums are usually tuned to an octave with the small drum being
high and very crisp. Some professionals recommend that the bongos be untuned
at the end of each performance. The players are recommended to research this
topic, as there are many videos available online that will demonstrate the tuning
process.

There are many unison/tutti sections in this chart. Work on balance and intonation,
and try to make it sound as if one player is playing all of the parts.

Listening to Latin music is highly recommended for anyone foreign to the
Afro-Cuban style. An excellent audio recording of Nanigo is available at
www.barnhouse.com.

In addition, listening to the following Latin artists will also help inexperienced
students grasp the Afro-Cuban concept:  Eddie Palmieri, Papo Luca, Ruben
Gonzalez, Noro Morales, Gonzalo Rubalcaba, Tiempo Libre, Los Van Van, and the
Spanish Harlem Orchestra.

| want to thank the following individuals who assisted in making this commission
project a reality:

Gail Acosta, Executive Director, Council Rock Education Foundation
Wayne Bishop, Director of Bands, Council Rock North

Dave Kaplan, Director of School Services, Music & Arts

Dom Minni, Jazz Ensemble Director, Council Rock South

Keith Rudat, Council Rock School Music Curriculum Coordinator

Enjoy!

About the Composer

VICTOR LOPEZ, a former educator and administrator
in the Miami-Dade County Public Schools System is a
highly acclaimed composer, arranger, and adjudicator,
and has achieved success in music performance,
education, and administration. He holds music
degrees from the University of Horida (U.F) and
Florida International University (FL.U.), including a
Doctor of Education (Ed.D.) degree in Educational
Administration and Supervision. For sixteen years he
served as director of bands at Mays Junior High School and Miami Senior High
School, and for nineteen years, he worked as an administrator in the Miami-Dade
County Public Schools (M-DCPS). He was the principal at G. W. Carver Middle
School, which under his leadership received the National Blue Ribbon School of
Excellence Award, and Miami Senior High School, his alma mater. Additionally,
Victor has served as the Executive Director for the Division of Life Skills and
Special Programs in M-DCPS, and has been an adjunct professor at Florida
International University. Among many of his accomplishments, Lopez was
named the “1978 Miami-Dade County Public Schools Teacher of the Year” and
the “1979 State of Florida Teacher of the Year.” [n addition to being the former
lead trumpet player and arranger for the Miami Sound Machine, he has recorded
and performed with various artists and has appeared in numerous music videos.
Additionally, in 1998, Ldpez served his community as a councilman in the Doral
Community Council in Doral, Florida. He has also participated in the Interstate
New Teacher Assessment and Support Consortium (INTACS) committee, which
drafted model arts education licensing standards and supporting materials for
national certification. Furthermore, he was a founding board member of the
Florida Schools Music Association, a non-profit organization that oversees all of
the music activities in the State of Florida. As a clinician/conductor, adjudicator,
and commission writer, Victor is in constant demand across the United States,
Australia, Canada, and Latin America. He has over 450 publications with major
music publishers such as Alfred, Barnhouse, Hal Leonard, Arrangers’ Publishing
Company and others to his credit and is currently a professor in the Educational/
Organizational Leadership Department at Nova Southeastern University.
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