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Style: Swing • Grade Level: 2

TEDDY’S MOOD
Composed and Arranged by
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Conductor Notes
Teddy’s Mood is a laid-back minor blues with ample opportunities for young soloists to improvise. The chart provides a two-feel that moves into a swinging 
four-feel. When playing a two-feel (where the primary pulse is the half note) there is a tendency to drag, when this happens, the shift into the four-feel will have 
a sense of rushing. Be vigilant with the pulse.  At m. 17 there are some dissonances that are very important to emulating the style of cool jazz of the 1950s and 
1960s. Encourage the players to bring out these colors rather than back away, which is sometimes the tendency.
The full ensemble kicks in at m. 77 where you can let the players loose and swing hard.

Teddy’s Mood was titled for my three year old grandson who, for the most part, is a laid back little boy who loves music and doing things with “Grampy”.

I hope you enjoy the chart!

About the Composer/Arranger
Terry White is a retired music educator who taught instrumental music at all levels for over 35 years. He retired from the Cape Elizabeth (Maine) 
School District in 2010. Presently, he composes and arranges for many groups throughout the country. His music has been performed at 
the Midwest Clinic in Chicago, the Illinois Music Educators Conference, and is included in many state festival lists. Terry’s music has received 
positive reviews in the Instrumentalist, the IAJE Journal, and also “Teaching Music Through Performance in Jazz for Beginning Ensembles.” 
Many of his publications are annual J.W.Pepper’s Editor’s Choice selections. He is also the brass arranger for the Colt Cadets DCI Drum Corps 
in Dubuque, Iowa.

Originally from Falmouth, Maine, Terry received a B.M. in Composition from Berklee College of Music, and a M.S. in Music Education from the 
University of New Hampshire. He has studied composition with John Bavicchi, Hugo Norden and Herb Pomeroy.

As a performer Terry began with the Don Doane Big Band while still in high school, and continued with the band as trumpet player and writer until 1984. Terry 
continued with his own big band for several years, releasing a cd entitled “This Note’s For You” and presently writes for the Portland Jazz Orchestra and numerous 
other jazz ensembles throughout New England. He is an active adjudicator and festival conductor.
Terry resides in Westbrook, Maine with his wife Mary Ellen.

TEDDY'S MOOD 
Composed and Arranged by

Terry White
Instrumentation

1st Alto Sax*
2nd Alto Sax*
1st Tenor Sax*
2nd Tenor Sax

Bari Sax

1st Trumpet*
2nd Trumpet*
3rd Trumpet*
4th Trumpet

1st Trombone*
2nd Trombone
3rd Trombone
4th Trombone

Guitar
Piano*
Bass*

Drum Set*

*minimum instrumentation

Written suggested solos provided for
Alto Sax

Tenor Sax
Trumpet

Trombone

Recording Available: www.barnhouse.comm
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© 2019 Birch Island Music Press (ASCAP), P. O. Box 680, Oskaloosa, Iowa 52577 USA
International Copyright Secured.  All Rights reserved.  Printed in U. S. A.

WARNING!  This composition is protected by copyright law.  To copy or reproduce it by any means is an infringement of the copyright law.*minimum instrumentation
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