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Midnight Escape
Larry Neeck

Instrumentation

Optional Percussion:
Drum Set, CabaSa ......cuevvrereeeiicieeicee e 2

Rehearsal Notes

Much of this work consists of alternating measures of 3/4 + 2/4. (Basically
it is in 5/4, subdivided 3 +2.) When preparing the piece, here a few things
to keep in mind:

e The first section of the piece, from the beginning through m. 74,
should be played in an aggressive, marcato style.

e The second section, from m. 75-90, should be played in a legato
style, in contrast to the rest of the piece. In this section, the cello
and bass sections have the melody which should be prominently
played in a lyrical style. From m. 91 to the end, return to original,
marcato style of the first section.

¢ Be sure to maintain a steady tempo throughout the piece. This will be
more difficult in the softer, lyrical sections, but be aware that the
tempo does not change at all, from start to finish.

e Carefully observe all dynamics, especially in-areas of “mf’, and “p”.

e At m. 91-113, start softly and build, gradually getting louder with
more intensity.

¢ The optional percussion part may be played by a section of players,
or by one player ondrum set.

Best wishes to you and your students, and | hope you enjoy playing Midnight

Escape.
CA g

About the Composer

Larry Neeck is an internationally recognized composer,
with more than one-hundred fifty works for concert
band, jazz ensemble, and orchestra published by C.L.
Barnhouse Company and Arco String Publications.
He is frequently commissioned to write for schools,
bands, and festivals, and often works as a guest
conductor and clinician. His CDs, “Swing Machine,”

> recorded by the Studio A Big Band, and “Midnight
Escape,” recorded by the Washington Winds are available from Walking Frog
Records. His music has been heard on PBS television, and he has received
numerous ASCAP awards for his compositions.

In addition to his work as a composer, Mr. Neeck had a successful career as a
middle school band director, retiring after thirty-two years from the Webster
(NY) Central School District. He directed concert bands, jazz ensembles,
taught wind and percussion classes, and co-founded the Willink Middle
School Student/Parent Band, now in its twenty-fifth season. The years he
spent as a school band director have informed his composing style, resulting
in'works that engage students and audiences alike.

Mr. Neeck holds a B.A. in Music from the University of Pittsburgh, and an
M.M. in Music Education from the Eastman School of Music. He is a member
of the American Society of Composers, Authors, and Publishers (ASCAP),
National Association for Music Education (NAfME), New York State School
Music Association (NYSSMA), and the New York State Band Directors
Association (NYSBDA).

Recording Available: www.barnhouse.com

LICENSING THIS WORK

Visit barnhouse.com to obtain information on mechanical
(recording) or derivative (arranging) licenses.
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