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About the Composer

Jay Chattaway is an Emmy award winning composer,
having written the music for many.films and television
programs. His musical contributions to the Star Trek
franchise are among his best-known works. He has
composed over 250 published works and serves as
Distinguished Composer-In Residence at West Virginia
University.

LICENSING THIS WORK

Visit barnhouse.com to obtain information on mechanical
(recording) or derivative (arranging) licenses.

About the Music

Three Rivers was commissioned by the Pennsylvania Chapter of Phi Beta Mu
(International Bandmasters Fraternity). It represents the diversity of the area
of the composer’s early years-the Monongahela Valley of Pennsylvania. The
industrial sounds of steel making, the jubilant sounds of a band in the park,
and the jazz heritage of the area are all musically represented by two thematic
elements flowing together to form an exciting percussive conclusion.

Performance Suggestions

Three Rivers — Reflections in Steel is an autobiographical portrait of the
composer’s musical roots. Having experienced the industrial mining and
steel manufacturing of the Monongahela Valley, these sounds helped form a
lasting aural impression.

The composition has the result of much more complexity than the individual
parts require. A large percussion section will help enhance the industrial
effects. Dynamics are critical in all the parts. The first section utilizes a theme
first introduced by solo trumpet (the composer’s major instrument) That
theme is developed throughout the work in all sections.

At measure 101 (the second section of the Three Rivers) the feeling is much
lighter in spirit. This is representative of the sound of a community band
playing in a park setting or along the river bank.

The conductor starts this section at the indicated tempo (Allegro 132-144)
At 109 there is a repeat sign that indicates “repeat as needed”.

This applies to all the instruments EXCEPT the trumpets, horns and
trombones. The woodwinds should play through the thematic section at least
once before cueing the trumpets, horns and trombones.

NOTE: This group should be conducted freely on cue at a much slower tempo
than the more active part in the winds. The design is to present a “reflective”
view of one listening to the band in the park. This also gives the other section
a chance to continue in their own tempo — not necessary to try to conduct
both at the same time.

Conduct the brass group molto rubato with pauses between the phrases and
attention to dynamics.

The end result will sound quite complex, but in reality, the technique required
is not that difficult.

At 127 (the last ending) the conductor may need to hold that chord until
the melodic instruments “catch up”. At that point the piece evolves into a
swinging jazz section (129) and features a jazz alto sax solo. Note that the
eighth notes here are to be played as “swing eighths”. Also, the thematic
structure behind the solo is based on the original theme. This feel continues
until 157 where the eighth notes are to be played as “straight eighths”. The
final section is a development of the thematic sections coming together.

The last three eighth notes of the piece should be played marcato and

)/ lathe,

deliberately.
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