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1 — Conductor 2—Hom1linF
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10— Flutes 2 —Trombone 1
2 — Oboe 2 — Trombone 2

2 — Bassoon
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3 —Trumpet 2 in Bb

3 — Trumpet 3.in Bb
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2 — Trombone 3

2 — Euphonium TC

2= Euphonium BC
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2 —Mallets
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3 — Percussion 1
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Crash Cymbals
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My ancient copy of The Harvard Dictionary of Music defines a divertimento, in part, as consisting
of “a varying number (four to ten) of relatively short movements, some of which are in the form
and style of the symphony (sonata), while others are suite-like dances....” Therefore, All in a
Garden Green meets some if not all of the qualifications for a divertimento. Of course, these days
a composer can call any composition anything he/she wants and usually get away with it.

The piece consists of airs and dance tunes that originated primarily in the British Isles and

were known during the 18th and 19th centuries.

1.

Lady Hammond s Alman (pre-1730). Alman is another word for allemande, which is a Baroque
dance in moderate, duple time. Numerous almans are found in The Fitzwilliam Virginal Book
(1620), a collection of keyboard pieces from well-known composers of the time as well as
anonymous sources.

. Sellinger s Round is not a canonic piece as the title would suggest, but rather a group dance

performed in the round. This setting is based on the first two sections of William Byrd’s version
found in The Fitzwilliam Virginal Book mentioned above. It is one of the better known tunes
in the suite and is still performed to this day by dance clubs and folk groups. (I have seen it on
the Internet.)

. All in a Garden Green (pre-1730). According to historian and folksong collector Michael

Raven, “prior to 1730 popular dance tunes and song melodies were usually one and the same
thing.” I have chosen to make a lively dance tune setting of this melody.

. The title of The Bashful Swan (pre-1730) suggested the tempo and mood of the setting and

could be considered the slow movement of the divertimento. This movement would be a good
contrasting piece for concert or contest. A cut may be taken by dropping the fourth beat of 149
and beginning at the pickup to 158. I would not suggest this option if the piece is done as a
“stand-alone.”

The Raggle Taggle Gypsies is perhaps the best known of all the movements in the piece. It is
still sung by folksingers of today and can be found in numerous sources. It is a ballad believed
to be of Scottish origins from the early 1800s and, in one version, tells of a squire’s wife
running off to join a band of gypsies. The lyrics and much more information about this piece
can be found on the Internet.

Concluding the divertimento is Three Sea Captains, a lively jig similar to The Irish
Washerwoman, The Hundred Pipers, and others.

In addition to The Bashful Swan, noted earlier, other tasteful cuts or excerpts can also be made

to shorten A/l in a Garden Green for concert or contest purposes.

The source for movements 1, 3, 4, and 6 is Michael Raven’s comprehensive and informative

collection titled English Country Dance Tunes (Raven 1999). All are in the public domain.

Pierre La Plante
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