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Performance Suggestions

Ralph Manuel’s Alleluia must surely be one of the most popular @ cappelia choral works
composed in the last ten years. Much of its appeal can be attributed to its rich harmonies and
vocal scoring, but the profound sentiments of the A//e/uia text cannot be underestimated. This
arrangement of the work begins tentatively, with the solo alto saxophone plaintively stating the
melody. After brief contrapuntal episodes, the main theme returns triumphantly with full scoring.

As in all transcriptions of choral works for performance by the symphonic band, consideration
of the original text is most important. In this piece, the title and text are one in the same—the
choir simply repeats the word “Alleluia” for the duration of the composition. Study of the original
choral score, published by Hinshaw Music, is highly encouraged.

The word “Alleluia” has two primary implications for the symphonic band. Unlike other
pieces where hard consonant sounds provide a certain marcato or delineated effect to the music,
the text for this piece includes only vowels and the softly-voiced “I” consonant. Accordingly,
repeated notes on the same pitch, such as those in the quarter-note accompaniment underneath
the main theme, should be played with as much connection and line as possible. Secondly, most
choirs and singers add a slight stress to the third syllable of the word “Al-le-lu-ia.” The
syncopated figure in the second half of the main theme should be played with this standard
practice in mind, as shown below:

B 0 8 D S )

Al-le - lu-ia___, Al-le- lu-ia__, oh

The psu mosso in measure 17 should present a significant increase in tempo as the piece
changes from solemn and reverent homophonic scoring to more animated polyphonic chamber
music.

Beginning in measure 39, the crescendos indicated in the oboe, English horn, clarinet,
saxophone, and horn parts represent the shape of the individual phrase, while the marking &im.
poco a poco describes the overall shape of the last three or four bars before measure 41.

One solo voice or a small group of singers may join the solo flute and alto saxophone in the
last measure of the piece. The text is provided under cues in all of the concert-pitched
instrument parts.

Travis J. Cross
Northfield, Minnesota
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for Symphonic Wind Ensemble
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RALPH MANUEL
Transcribed by TRAVIS J. CROSS
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