Pierre La Plante

A CAROL TRIPTYCH

INSTRUMENTATION

1 — Conductor

10 — Flute (Piccolo)
2 — Oboe
2 —Bassoon
4 — Bb Clarinet 1
4 —Bb Clarinet 2
4 — Bb Clarinet 3
2 — Eb Alto Clarinet
2 — Bb Bass Clarinet
6 — Eb Alto Saxophone
2 — Bb Tenor Saxophone
1 =Eb Baritone Saxophone
3 —Bb Trumpet 1
3 — Bb Trumpet 2
3 — Bb Trumpet 3
2—-FHom1 &2
2-FHom3 &4

2 —Trombone 1

2 — Trombone 2

2 — Bass Trombone

2 — Baritone TC

2 — Euphonium BC

4 —Tuba

1 — Timpani

2 —Mallets
Bells, Chimes

3 — Percussion 1
Crash Cymbals, Snare
Drum, Bass Drum

3 — Percussion 2
Wind Chimes, Finger
Cymbals, Tambourine,
Tenor Drum
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A Carol Triptych

A Carol Triptych recalls the Christmas story in the form of three familiar European carols:
Silent Night (Germany), We Three Kings (England), and Sing We Now of Christmas (France).

Silent Night is played by unison clarinets accompanied only by wind chimes, and serves as-a
prelude to the arrival of We Three Kings. Sing We Now of Christmas is a song of joyous
celebration introduced by a fanfare of trumpets and percussion.

Performance Notes

Silent Night: A combination of wind chimes (shells, wood, clay, metal) may be used along
with a bell tree to set the mood for the clarinets. The two-measure introduction of the wind
chimes can be extended ad libitum.

We Three Kings should be played espressivo as well, but in the manner of a steady,
dignified processional, with a slightly increased tempo.

Sing We Now of Christmas: A feeling of “in two” should drive the piece, although
conductors may wish to rehearse or begin in 4/4.

The piccolo is optional and should play only as indicated.

A concert tom-tom, Tambour de Basque (Provence), or similar drum may be substituted for
the tenor drum. Snares should not be used.

This is a revised and edited piece that was originally published in 1977.

Pierre La Plante
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