Gene Milford

FESTIVAL ESPANOL

Fantasia on Spanish Carols

INSTRUMENTATION
1 — Conductor 2 —Bb Trumpet 4
5—-Flute 1 1-FHom 1
5 —Flute 2 1-FHom?2
1 — Piccolo 1 —F Horn 3
1 —Oboe 1 1-FHom4
1 — Oboe 2 2 — Trombone 1

1 —Bassoon 1

1 — Bassoon 2

4 — BbClarinet 1

4 — Bb Clarinet 2

4 —Bb Clarinet 3

2 —Eb Alto Clarinet

2 —=Bb Bass Clarinet

3 = Eb Alto Saxophone 1
3 — Eb Alto Saxophone 2
2 — Bb Tenor Saxophone
2 — Eb Baritone Saxophone
2 — Bb Trumpet 1

2 — BbTrumpet 2

2 — Bb Trumpet 3

Daehn

PUBLICATIONS

2 — Trombone 2

2 —Trombone 3

2 — Euphonium TC

2 — Euphonium BC

4 — Tuba

1 = Timpani

3 — Xylophone, Marimba,
Orchestra Bells

3 — Snare Drum, Bass Drum

4 — Percussion
Crash Cymbals, Triangle,
Castanets, Tambourine,
Suspended Cymbal,
Tam-tam, Finger Cymbals



Festival Espaiiol
Fantasia on Spanish Carols
Gene Milford (ASCAP)

Respectfully dedicated to The Patriots Symphonic Band of Northeastern Ohio,
Harry Pfingsten, Conductor

Festival Espaiiol is a rhapsody of Christmas music from areas on the Iberian Peninsula which
now constitute Spain. The work opens and closes with one of the few Spanish language carols
which has attained some familiarity in the English speaking world “Fum, fum, fum” or “On
December Five and Twenty.” The melody is from the Cartalalia region an area located in the
Northeastern area of the country with Barcelona as the major city. The “word” fum is thought to
imitate an instrument such as a guitar or tapping of a zambomba a drum popular in flamingo
music. A second Catalonian Carol “El Desembre Congelat” is introduced at measure 44 and
known in English as “As Cold December Flies.” “Esta noche nace un Nino” (“Tonight a Babe is
Bom”) introduced at measure 66 is from the south of Spain and in the style of a barcarolle.

The title “Riu, riu, Chu” is an imitation of nightingale song which serves as the lullaby for the
baby Jesus. The form, a villancico, has been popular on the Iberian Peninsula since the 15%
century. Today the term is almost synonymous with Christmas Carol. It is presented, beginning at
measure 165, as a series of variations. At measure 120 the brass quartet statement is a polyphonic
setting from the renaissance. The variations are interrupted at measure 162 by a carol from the
Basque region “Companions, All Sing Loudly” (“Khanta Zagun Guziek”) and the work
concludes with a restatement of the opening.

Performance Suggestions

A dance-like approach should permeate the performance of this work. Staccato notes should be
light but not clipped. The tempo change at measure 38 should not be preceded by a rallentando,
however, a slight slowing prior to the meter chance at measure 66 would be suggested. Care
should be taken at measure 76, depending on the confidence of the horn section, not to over
balance the trumpet melody.

The snare drum (snares off) at measure 101, etc. could be played on tamborin, at the discretion of
the conductor. The brass quartet at measure 120 may be played one on a part or by the sections.
The ornament in the flutes at 169 and after is an inverted mordent and should not be performed
as a trill. At measure 232 both the xylophone and marimba should play both octaves. Finally,
crash cymbals should be dampened unless otherwise indicated, remembering that the vibrations
should be stopped by bringing the cymbals to the player’s body and not dampened against each
other as “hi-hat™ cymbals.

Cued notes should only be played in the absence of the primary instrument.
Gene Milford
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