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La Bonne Aventure

La Bonne Aventure (The Good Adventure) is an old French children’s song. The singer is a young
boy who, when he is good, is rewarded with candy and jam. When he misbehaves, however, he is
scolded and severely punished. He then resolves to always try to be good, learn his lessons, and
please his parents.

This bright little tune gives way to seven varied and contrasting “adventures.”
In Variation 1 the theme is tossed between the low and high woodwinds and brass.
Variation 2 is a somewhat free canon.

In Variation 3 one can imagine a group of friends strolling down a Parisian boulevard in
lively conversation, going back and forth about this and that, almost nonstop. Eventually the
conversation fades away as they walk off into the distance. A slow, reflective rendering of the main
theme follows. (Variation 4)

Variation 5 is a condensation of the first phrase of the tune. using the dotted-eighth. sixteenth
note motive as the basis for the variation.

Variation 6 is a brief scherzando leading directly into the finale (Variation 7), which is (Voila/)
a galop or can-can, bringing the piece to a rousing close.

Pierre La Plante

La Bonne Aventure was commissioned by The Association for Music in International Schools
(AMIS) for the 2010 European Middle School Honor Band Festival. It was premiered on March
6, 2010, under the baton of Gordon Graham at the International School of Diisseldorf, Germany,
with the composer attending.

“The Association for Music in International Schools is driven by the fundamental belief that
musical expression is an essential element of human connection, and that young adults can create
lifelong connections to music through powerful experiences with other passionate musicians and
teachers.”

Please visit the following websites:
www.amis-online.org.uk

www.pierrelaplantemusic.com
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