Larry Daehn

After Beethoven’s Opus 27, Moonlight Sonata

INSTRUMENTATION
1 — Conductor 2 — Bb Tenor Saxophone
1 — Solo Marimba 2 — Eb Baritone Saxophone
5—Flute 1 3 — Bb Trumpet |
S —Flute 2 3 — Bb Trumpet 2
1 —Oboe 1 3 — Bb Trumpet 3
1 — Oboe 2 2—FHorn'1
2 — Bassoon 2~F Horn 2
4 - Bb Clarinet 1 2 = Trombone 1
4 —Bb Clarinet 2 2 — Trombone 2
4 —Bb Clarinet 3 2 — Euphonium TC
2 =Bb Bass Clarinet 2 — Euphonium BC
3 —Eb Alto Saxophone 1 4 —Tuba
3 —Eb Alto Saxophone 2 1 — Timpani
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Beethoven’s Sonata, Opus 27, No. 2, was given the title Moonlight Sonata by someone
other than the composer. Beethoven called it Sonata quasi una Fantasia (sonata in
the style of a fantasy). By using such a title he was saying, “This sonata does not obey
the rules. It expresses what I, Beethoven, feel, and I am free to do this as my feelings
direct me.”

Moonlight Marimba is best performed with the soloist out in front of the ensemble, or
having the soloist microphoned to achieve a pleasing balance between the two.

Only three notes in this arrangement (Meas. 38, 39, 40) require an extended 4’5 octave
range marimba. An alternate note is indicated in those instances, so this piece should
be playable on most school instruments.
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