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Music for the King’s Delight
A Suite From Centuries Past

Music for the King’s Delight is a short suite in one movement based on four pieces spanning
three centuries.

Although one of the pieces was written well after the age of kings, all are meant to delight
both king and commoner alike.

1. Mr. Purcell’s Riggadoon was from “A Choice Collection of Lessons for the Harpsichord or
Spinnet,” by Henry Purcell (1659-1695), intended for early keyboard instruction. The
Riggadoon (rigaudon) is a seventeenth century dance that found its way into orchestral suites.
A familiar twenticth century example is the final movement of Ravel’s “Le Tombeau de
Couperin.” This setting of Purcell’s little clavier piece is an expanded transcription of the
original, transposed from C Major to B-Flat Major with percussion added and trills/ornaments
omitted.

2. Music from the theater is Air No. 16, “Over the Hills and Far Away” from T/e Beggar’s Opera
by John Gay (1685-1732), first performed in London in 1728. John Gay was a poet who, with
the help of composer Johann Pepusch (1667-1752) set his lyrics to popular tunes of the day.
The Beggar’s Opera enjoyed great popularity and set the standard for eighteenth century
“ballad operas.”

3. “Squire Wood’s Lamentation on the Refusal of His Halfpence,” the full title of the third
movement, is one of hundreds of pieces by the Irish harper and composer Turlough O’
Carolan (1670-1738). He contracted smallpox at the age of eighteen and became blind, but he
was able to compose and tour Ireland performing his music on the Irish (or folk) harp
throughout his life. The harps of O’Carolan’s time were sans pedal, and so were pre-tuned to
a diatonic or modal scale. This setting is in keeping with the diatonic nature of the tune. I first
heard this piece at a folk song workshop, beautifully played on the mountain dulcimer.

4. “Lazy Pirate’s Jig No. 1” was composed by Michael Raven (b. 1938) in traditional style, and
provides a rollicking finish to the suite. Mr. Raven, who resides in Shropshire, England, is a
guitarist, folklorist, photographer, and composer with numerous books and CD:s to his credit.
“Lazy Pirate’s Jig No. 17 is from his One Thousand Englisk Country Dance Tunes (2 Edition),
edited and published by Michael Raven and used by his kind permission. This
comprehensive collection also includes facsimile reprints of music from Gay’s Tke Beggar’s
Opera and Playford’s The English Dancing Master, and is available at Hobgoblin Music USA.

Performance Notes

The only “break” in the suite are the three beats before the beginning of the “Lament” (M.
102), which can be conducted in the slower tempo of the Lament, thus achieving continuity and
clarity. A wooden flute (Boehm system) could be substituted for the solos at the beginning and
end of the Lament. The key of A-Flat might prove awkward for non-chromatic instruments.

While there is obviously no attempt to duplicate the sound of original instruments, the snare
drums, with and without snares, could be tuned low, and tenor drums could be substituted for the
snare drum. The Royal Navy would call its seamen to quarters with the field drum, but I don’t
know if the same could be said for the pirates, so these are only suggestions.

Pierre La Plante
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