William Byrd

Concert Band Arrangement
by Katheryn Fenske

INSTRUMENTATION
1 — Conductor 5= Bb Trumpet 2
5—Flute 1 4 —F Horn
5 —Flute 2 6 — Trombone
2 — Oboe 2 — Euphonium TC
2 — Bassoon 2 — Euphonium BC
6 — Bb Clarinet 1 4 — Tuba
6 — Bb Clarinet 2 1 — Timpani
2 — Bb Bass Clarinet 2 — Xylophone, Marimba
3 — Eb Alto Saxophone 1 1 =Tambourine
3 — Eb Alto Saxophone 2 2 — Snare Drum
2 —Bb Tenor Saxophone 1 — Low Tom-tom
1 — Eb Baritone Saxophone 1 — Bass Drum

9 —Bp Trumpet 1

Daehn

PUBLICATIONS



Sellingers Rownde is one of 42 pieces for keyboard included in William Byrd’s collection entitled
My Ladye Nevells Booke. Although the exact identity of Lady Nevell is not certain, it is believed
that she was either a student or a patron of Byrd and possibly was Elizabeth Bacon (c. 1541-1621),
a young lady of the Nevell family. Sellingers Rownde is a Renaissance country dance performed
by groups of couples in a circle, often around a tree or a rock. Unlike the court dances, which
required the dancers to be trained and were for display and entertainment, country dances could be
enjoyed by everyone, including ordinary people and peasants.

About the Composer

William Byrd (1539/40-1623), a true master of the late Renaissance, is considered by most to be
one of the greatest English composers of any age. His substantial volume of compositions spans
nearly every genre of the time, and his virginal and organ music brought the English keyboard
style to new heights. He was the favorite composer of Queen Elizabeth I, and on January 21,
1575, she granted William Byrd and his teacher and partner, Thomas Tallis, the monopoly for
printing music in England. Even with this advantage, due to the technical difficulties of engraving
keyboard music, Byrd saw very few of his keyboard pieces published in his lifetime.

About the Arranger

Katheryn Fenske has 29 years of experience in the field of Music Education, teaching instrumental
music, composing and arranging works for concert band, and conducting clinics throughout the
United States. She holds a Bachelor of Arts Summa Cum Laude from Luther College in Decorah,
IA, and a Master of Music from Northwestern University in Evanston, [L, where she was a student
of John Paynter. She is currently teaching in suburban St. Louis where she lives with her husband
and three children.

Performance Suggestions

The rownde was considered the most cheerful of all the Renaissance dances and should be
performed in a lighthearted, joyful style with a healthy amount of bounce and giving a bit of a
lift to the third beat. Although the suggested tempo is brisk, the light style is more important than
actual rate. Several cued parts are included, but care should be taken to preserve as many of the
changes in color as possible. It would certainly be possible to choreograph a rownde dance to be
performed along with this piece.

Katheryn Fenske
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SELLINGERS ROWNDE

3
William Byrd

arranged by Katheryn Fenske
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