Jean Sibelius

SYMPHONY NO. 2

Excerpts from the Finale

Concert Band Arrangement by Larry Daehn

INSTRUMENTATION

1 — Conductor

1 — Piccolo

5 — Flute 1

5 — Flute 2

1 — Oboe 1

1 — Oboe 2

] — Bassoon 1

1 — Bassoon 2

4 — Bb Clarinet 1

4 — Bb Clarinet 2

4 — Bb Clarinet 3

2 — Bb Bass Clarinet

3 — Eb Alto Saxophone 1
3= Eb Alto Saxophone 2
2 — Bb Tenor Saxophone
2 — Eb Baritone Saxophone
3 —Bb Trumpet 1

Daehn

PUBLICATIONS

3 — Bb Trumpet 2

3 — Bb Trumpet 3

1 -F Hom 1

| —F Hom 2

1 -F Horn3

l-FHom4

2 — Trombone |

2 — Trombone 2

2 — Trombone 3

2 = Euphonium TC

2 — Euphonium BC

4 —Tuba

1 — Timpani

2 — Snare Drum

2 — Crash Cymbals/
Bass Drum



The Second Symphony of Jean Sibelius was premiered on March 8, 1902, in University Hall in
Helsinki, with the composer conducting. It was such a triumphant success that repeat concerts were
held on March 10, 14 and 16, and all were sold out—an unprecedented success for a new orchestral
work in Finland.

After the premiere, musicologist Robert Kajamus interpreted the work as a portrayal of the Finnish
people’s resistance to their dominant Russian overlords. Later writers continued this nationalistic
interpretation, even calling it the “Liberation Symphony.” Though Sibelius tried to deny these
nationalistic elements in his famous symphony, the public chose to believe that the composer of
Finlandia had written “A Symphony for Finland’s Struggle for Freedom.”

The main theme of the sonata-form Finale has all the qualities for popularity: it is simple, memorable
and heroic, with radiant trumpets. sonorous horns and, insistently in the background, a threatening,
rhythmic motif from the trombones—one of classical music’s most famous “big tunes.”

The second theme, a lamenting melody over ostinato scale passages, is believed to have been
written in memory of Sibelius’ sister-in-law, Elli, who died in 1901.

The aim of this concert band setting is to acquaint high school musicians and their audiences
with one of history’s most famous symphonies. While creating this abbreviated arrangement, every
attempt was made to include all important elements of the symphony’s themes, development and
recapitulation. '

Larry Daehn
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Symphony No. 2

Finale (excerpts)

Jean Sibelius
arranged by Larry Daehn
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