Kahn ¢ Greene * Gordon

The Toy Parade

Theme from Leave It to Beaver

Young Band Arrangement by Larry Dachn
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Leave It to Beaver ran from 1957 to 1963—-a total of 234 episodes—and was one of the first primetime
situation comedies written from a child’s point of view. It has been shown in over eighty countries in
forty languages. Syndicated reruns of the show still maintain a substantial audience.

Leave It to Beaver was included in Time magazine’s The One Hundred Best TV Shows of All Time.

Dave Kahn (1910-2008) was born in Duluth, Minnesota. A saxophone player in high school, he
went on to play clarinet, violin and saxophone and sing in the orchestras of Glenn Lee, Pinky Tomlin,
Clyde McCoy and the Dorseys.

He studied composition and after Army service during World War II, he joined Republic Pictures.
In addition to the playful theme for Leave It to Beaver, he composed music for The Restless Gun and
Mickey Spillane’s Mike Hammer. He also wrote music for Bachelor Father, Hopalong Cassidy and
arranged Charles Gounod’s “Funeral March of a Marionette” for Alfred Hitchkock Presents.

From the early 1960s to the 1970s Dave Kahn worked for Filmways, where he served as music
editor on such popular comedies as The Beverly Hillbillies, Petticoat Junction, Mr. Ed, The Addams
Fumily, and Green Acres. He later was music editor on features including Electraglide in Blue and
Nutional Lampoon’s Animal House. He received a 1984 Emmy nomination for music editing on the
TV series Simon & Simon.

Dave Kahn knew nothing of Jerry Mathers or the cast of Leave It to Beaver when he wrote the
bouncy, mischievous theme song in 1957.

Kahn said with a smile, “I wrote it without having seen the pilot.... I was just told it was a kids’
show and little of what it was about. That’s the only thing I ever wrote that everybody knows. That’s
my claim to fame!”

Mort Greene (1912-1992), lyricist, writer and television producer, wrote words for The Toy Parade:

Hey! Here they come with a rum-tee-tum, they’re havin’ a toy parade.
A tin giraffe with a fife and drum is leading the kewpie brigade.

A gingham cat in a soldier’s hat is waving a Chinese fan,
A plastic clown in a wedding gown is dancing with Raggedy Ann.

Fee fie fiddle-dee-dee, they’re crossing the living room floor.
Fee fie fiddle-dee-dee, they’re up to the dining room door!

They call a halt for a choc’late malt or cookies or lemonade,
Then off they go with a ho ho ho right back to their toy parade.

The Toy Parade can be played with a wide variety of tempos, as indicated at the beginning of the
score. A more relaxed tempo may be appropriate for the younger, less experienced group. The tempo
used on the TV show was approximately 116.

Careful observance of the staccato markings will ensure a lighthearted performance.

If the hemiola (three-against-two) at 73 is difficult for your younger players, you may wish to
direct the six quarter notes as fermatas. This may cause a slight ritardando, which is OK too.

I hope you, your players and your audience enjoy this little march down memory lane!

Larry Daehn
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