Larry Daehn

Tannhduser ¢ Die Walkiire ¢ Lohengrin

INSTRUMENTATION

1 — Conductor

95— Flute 1

S — Flute 2

1 — Piccolo

1 — Oboe 1

1 — Oboe 2

2 — Bassoon

4 — Bb Clarinet 1

4 —Bb Clarinet 2

4 ~Bb Clarinet 3

2 — Bb Bass Clarinet

3 —Eb Alto Saxophone 1
3 — Eb Alto Saxophone 2
2 — Bb Tenor Saxophone
2 — Eb Baritone Saxophone
3 — Bb Trumpet 1

3 —Bb Trumpet 2

3 — B Trumpet 3

1 -F Horn 1

1 —F Horn 2

1 —F Horn 3

1 —F Horn 4

2 — Solo Trombone(s)

2 = Optional Trombone 2
2 — Optional Trombone 3
2 — Euphonium TC

2 — Euphonium BC

4 —Tuba

1 — Timpani

2 — Snare Drum, Triangle
2 — Crash Cymbals, Bass Drum
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Richard Wagner (1813-1883) was the German dramatic composer and theorist whose operas and
music had a revolutionary influence on the course of Western music. He realized the potential for
brass instruments, and trombones in particular, to carry a major portion of the thematic material in
orchestral music.

[t is believed that Wagner was influential in the change from trombones with small bells to the
large bells and bore sizes we have today. In the first futti of his Tannhduser Overture, he gave the
big tune to the trombone section alone, something unheard of at the time.

In view of his apparent appreciation and respect for the trombone, his famous quote...
Never look at the trombones, it only encourages them.

...1s really a good-natured observation of the trombone player’s eagerness and enthusiasm!

Wagner’s Trombones features three of Wagner’s most famous melodies: the “Pilgrim’s Chorus”
from Tannhduser (mentioned above), “Ride of the Valkyries,” and the Prelude to Act III of
Lohengrin. It may feature one player or the whole section, playing in front of the ensemble.

The soloists are sometimes joined by others: tenor and baritone saxophones, bassoons, horns,
euphoniums and tubas. These players could also be recognized by announcement, or in the printed
program.

Larry Dachn
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WAGNER'S TROMBONES
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