CONDUCTOR'S SCORE

Ralph Vaughan Williams

Well Met, My Own True Love

(The Lover's Ghost)
arranged for concert band
by
Larry Daebn
INSTRUMENTATION
1- Conductor 2- Eb Alto Clarinet
10- Flute 2- Bb Bass Clarinet
2- Oboe 3- Eb Alto Saxophone 1
2- Bassoon 3- Eb Alto Saxophone 2
1- Eb Clarinet 2- Bb Tenor Saxophone
4- Bb Clarinet 1 2- Eb Baritone Saxophone
4- Bb Clarinet 2 5- Bb Trumpet 1
4- Bb Clarinet 3 5- Bb Trumpet 2
2-FHorn 1
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2- F Horn 2

3- Trombone 1

3- Trombone 2

2- Baritone T.C.

2- Baritone B.C.

4- Tuba

1- Timpani (opt.)

1- Susp. Cymbal (opt.)



Well Met, My Own True Love
("The Lover's Ghost")

Ralph Vaughan Williams, (1872-1958) like Gustav Holst and Percy Grainger, was greatly influ-
enced by English folk music. He began collecting folksongs in 1893 and collected and notated over
eight hundred songs in the next decade. In 1904 he became an active member of the Folk Song Society.
In 1912, Vaughan Williams gave his definition of folksong as:

"...a series of individual variations on a common theme... a folk-
song is like a tree, whose stem dates back from immemorial times, but
continually puts out new shoots... In one aspect the folksong is as old as
time itself; in another aspect it is no older than the singer who sang it".

The beauty of English folk music profoundly affected Vaughan Williams' own compositions; it
was a liberating force, showing him a path to develop his own musical personality. In A Musical Autobi-
ography, he wrote:

"If a composer can, by tapping the sources hidden in folksong,
make beautiful music, he will be disloyal to his art if he does not make full
use of such an avenue of beauty".

Well Met, My Own True Love is one of a set of Five English Folksongs composed by Vaughan
Williams in 1912, for unaccompanied mixed voices. The original score states that he "freely arranged"

these old folksongs. In truth, they are not merely arrangements, but instead they are masterful composi-
tions in their own right.

Well Met, My Own True Love is also known as "The Lover's Ghost", "The Suffolk Miracle", "The
Grey Cock", and "The Drowsey Sleeper". It is a sad love song, sung by a sailor:

"Well met, well met, my own true love;
Long time I have been absent from thee;

I am lately come from the salt sea,

And 'tis all for the sake, my love, of thee".

Vaughan Williams' compelling creativity and his passion for Englands folk music are abundantly
conspicuous in this sensitive musical setting.
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Trpt. 1
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F Horn 2
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