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I was asked to compose a piece for the Riverview High School Band in Searcy, Arkansas, and
to include musical references to important aspects of Judsonia and Kensett, two of the larger
Arkansas communities that make up the Riverview School District. Drawing inspiration from the
histories of the towns, three main ideas emerged.

The fast section pays tribute to Kensett’s busy railroad past, as several railroads crossed the
area. This eventually leads to a dissonant and aleatoric event that depicts the havoc and destruction
from the 1952 tornadoes that devastated Judsonia and vicinity, leaving fifty dead.

It was reported that the only building in the town not damaged was the Methodist church, which
still stands today. This fact, along with the religious roots of both communities, compelled me
to use the hauntingly beautiful melody, What Wondrous Love is This, as the main framework of
Wondrous. This highly popular tune was included in William Walker’s shape-note tune book, The
Southern Harmony and Musical Companion. Remarkably that book is still being used and sung
from more than 180 years after its first edition was published in 1835.

The message in Wondrous is simple: Life and nature are fragile, and one cannot know when or
where a serious event, illness or catastrophe may completely alter the course of our daily routines
and existence. And that our time together on earth should be celebrated and revered, with wondrous
love for nature and humanity serving as our guiding light.

Brant Karrick
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