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VARIATIONS ON A THEME BY HAYDN

JOHANNES BRAHMS

Transcribed for Concert Band
by Mark H. Hindsley

INSTRUMENTATION

1. Piccolo (and Ist Flutes)
2. 1st Flutes

3. 2nd Flutes

4. 1st Oboe

5. 2nd Oboe

6. 1st Bassoons

7. 2nd Bassoons

8. Contrabassoon

9. 1st Clarinets

10. 2nd Clarinets

11. 3rd Clarinets

12. Bass Clarinets

13. Eb Contrabass Clarinets
14. String Basses

15. 1st and 2nd Alto Saxophones
(one each)

16. Tenor Saxophone
17. Baritone Saxophone
18. 1st Cornets

19. 2nd Cornets

20. 1st Trumpets

21. 2nd Trumpets

22, 1st Horns (F)

23. 2nd Horns

24, 3rd Horns

25. 4th Horns

26, 1st Trombones

27. 2nd Trombones

28, 3rd Trombones (bass)
29. Euphoniums

30. Tubas

31. Timpani, Triangle

The theme of these variations is a part of Haydn's "Divertimento on the Choral St. Antoni". If

evidence were necessary, there is hardly a work in the whole list of Brahms' compositions which
would more effectively establish his mastery of the "more severe art of music". Written both for
orchestra and two pianos, it is not certain which version of the variations is the original. The theme
has been described as sounding like “a blended hymn tune and folk song". There are eight variations
and an extended finale. In each of the variations the theme is skillfully disguised, then brought back

with full sonority in the finale.

Theme - Andante, 2/4 time, major

Var. | - Poco piu animato, 2/4, major
Var. Il - Piu vivace, 2/4, minor

Var. Il - Con moto, 2/4, major

Var. IV - Andante con moto, 3/4, minor

Var. V - Vivace, 6/8, major

Var. VI - Vivace, 2/4, major

Var. VIl - Grazioso, 4/8, major

Var. VIl - Presto non troppo, 3/4, minor
Finale - Andante, 2/2, major
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