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TILL EULENSPIEGEL'S MERRY PRANKS

RICHARD STRAUSS

Transcribed for Concert Band
by Mark H. Hindsley

INSTRUMENTATION

Piccolos (two, doubling flutes)

1st Flutes A (solo and first desk parts)
Ist Flutes B (section parts only)

2nd Flutes

. 1st Oboe

. 2nd Oboe

English Horn

1st Bassoons
. 2nd Bassoons
. Contrabassoon

. Ist Clarinets A (solo, first desk,
solo Eb parts)

parts)
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. Ist Clarinets B(section
. 2nd Clarinets

3rd Clarinets

. Bass Clarinets

Eb Contrabass Clarinets
. String Basses

18. 1st Alto Saxophone

19. 2nd Alto Saxophone
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20. Tenor Saxophone
21, Baritone Saxophone
22, 1st Cornets

23. 2nd Cornets

24, 3rd Cornets

25. 1st Trumpets

26. 2nd Trumpets

27. 1st Horns (F)

28. 2nd Horns

29, 3rd Horns

30. 4th Horns

31. 1st Trombones

32, 2nd Trombones

33. 3rd Trombones (bass)
34, Euphoniums

35. Tubas

36. Timpani

37. Percussion
Snare Drum, Triangle,

Large Rattle, Cymbals, Bass Drum

This symphonic rondo has been described as the most genial humoresque ever written in sound.
Although the composer has declined to furnish a descriptive nairative, leaving it "to my hearers
to crack the nut which the rogue had prepared for them", Wilhelm Klatte has written a lengthy
analysis of the work, which may be summarized as follow:

The whimsical Till rides his horse through a crowd of market women sitting chattering in their
stalls; puts on the vestments of a priest and assumes an unctious mien, but feeling uncomfortable
in the disguise, tears it off. He becomes a Don Juan and waylays pretty women; one bewitches
him, but Till's advances are treated with derision. The rogue's anger is scarcely over when a
troop of worthy Philistines appears, and these good people receive his gibes. Gaily he goes on his
way playing waggish pranks, but Nemesis is upon him. Till is dragged br the jailer before the
y

criminal tribunal. To each of the court's interrogations Till replies calm

, and lies. He is con-

demned to death and fear siezes him. The rogue is then strung up and his soul takes flight. The
epilog, picking up the theme of the introduction, continues the people's murmuring and moralizing

over the Till legend.
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