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PICTURES AT AN EXHIBITION

MODESTE MOUSSORGSKY Transcribed for Concert Band
by Mark H. Hindsley

INSTRUMENTATION

1. 1st Flutes and Piccolos 21, st Trumpets

2. 2nd Flutes 22, 2nd Trumpets

3. Ist Oboe 23. 1st Horns (F)

4. 2nd Oboe and English Horn 24, 2nd Horns

5. st Bassoons 25, 3rd Horns

6. 2nd Bassoons 26, Ath Horns

7 . Contrabassoon 27. 1st Trombones

8. Ist Clarinets 28. 2nd Trombones

9. 2nd Clarinets 29. 3rd Trombones (Bass)

10. 3rd Clarinets 30. Euphoniums

11. Bass Clarinets 31. Tubas

12. Eb Contrabass Clarinets 32, Timpani

13. String Basses 33. Percussion |

14. 1st Alto Saxophone Snare Drum, Triangle

15. 2nd Alto Saxophone Gong, Suspended Cymbal
16, Tenor Saxophone Xylophone, Chime, Whip
17. Baritone Saxophone 34. Percussion Il

18. 1st Cornets Bass Drum, Cymbals, Celeste
19. 2nd Cornets Bells, Suspended Cymbal, Rattle
20. 3rd Cornets 35. Harp(s)

Written as a tribute to his close friend, the architect Victor Hartmann, Moussorgsky's suite for
piano describes ten of the drawings which most impressed him from among the some four hundred
displayed in a memorial exhibition. The "pictures" are introduced and often interspersed with
thematically recurring "promenades" .

PROMENADE. This depicts the composer, amid a crowd of visitors, looking around for the
most attractive exhibits. It represents variations on a theme of very outspoken Russian character -
in modo Russico - which are continued in each of the ensuing promenades.

GNOMUS. A design for a nutcracker with huge jaws, in the form of a limping dwarf, mov-
ing grotesquely.

PROMENADE...THE OLD CASTLE. An ltalian landscape at night with a castle, and a min-
strel singing in front of it.

PROMENADE, . .TUILERIES. Children with their nurses in the famous Paris park, playing
and quarreling.

BYDLO. A lumbering Polish ox-wagon with huge wheels. The music has the cart appear from
a distance, rumble by, and disappear over the horizon.

PROMENADE. . .BALLET OF THE UNHATCHED CHICKENS. A drawing for a scene from the

ballet Trilby.

SAMUEL GOLDENBERG AND SCHMUYLE. A drawing of a beggar wheedling a rich man on
a street cornet In a Polish ghetto.

THE MARKET PLACE AT LIMOGES. The chatter and haggling of Frenchwomen on market day.

CATACOMBAE, SEPULCHRUM ROMANUM. This drawing shows Hartmann andafriend study-
ing a pile of skulls in a Roman catacomb by the light of a lantern,

CUM MORTUIS IN LINGUA MORTUA. Moussorgsky's elegy in Hartmann's memory. "A Latin
text: 'with the dead in a dead language'. . .The creative spirit of the departed Hartmann leads me

to the skulls, calls out to them, and the skulls begin to glow faintly".

THE HUT ON FOWL'S LEGS. The drawing showed a clock in the shape of the legendary
Russian witch, Baba Yaga. The music adds the witch's chase.

THE GREAT GATE AT KIEV. An architectural design for a gate in Kiev in ancient massive
Russian style, surmounted by a helmet-shaped cupola.
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