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SYMPHONY NO. 4, FINALE

PETER TSCHAIKOWSKY Transcribed for Concert Band
by Mark H. Hindsley

INSTRUMENTATION

1. Piccolo (and 1st Flutes) 18. 1st Cornets
2, lst Flutes 19. 2nd Cornets
3. 2nd Flutes 20. 3rd Cornets
4. 1st Oboe 21, 1st Trumpets
5. 2nd Oboe 22, 2nd Trumpets
6. 1st Bassoons 23. 1st Horns (F)
7. 2nd Bassoons 24, 2nd Horns
8. Ist Clarinets 25, 3rd Horns
9. 2nd Clarinets 26. 4th Horns
'10. 3rd Clarinets 27. 1st Trombones
11. Bass Clarinets 28. 2nd Trombones
12, Eb Contrabass Clarinets 29. 3rd Trombones (bass)
13. String Basses 30. Euphoniums
14. 1st Alto Saxophone 31. Tubas
15. 2nd Alto Saxophone 32. Timpani
16. Tenor Saxophone 33. Triangle
17. Baritone Saxophone 34. Cymbals, Bass Drum

Although some of his compatriots deny that he his typically Russian, to us of the western world
Tschaikowsky is emphatically "Russia incarnate”. His wonderful music expresses all the woe, the
despair, the substratum of barbarism, the upper layer of refinement and culture, the tyranny, the
oppression, the domination of priest and noble, the ban upon freedom of speech and the even more
dehumanizing ban upon freedom of thought that made the Russia of the Czars almost the sole remain-
ing example of medieval conditions in a modern and enlightened world. In his works there is always
something fateful and ominous, as though the composer's sensitive spirit had penetrated the profound-
est depths of human thought only to find itself confronted by the unknowable. His music abounds in
restless, seething developments, unexpected harmonic effects, cataclysmic climaxes, interspersed with
moments of the most exquisite beauty.

The finale of the fourth symphony may be described as a wild rondo, in which three themes are
heard. The first is exposed at-the beginning by all of the higher instruments, fortissimo. The second
follows immediately, a folk tune, "In the fields there stood a birch tree. After repetition of the
first theme, the “fate" theme of the first movement is proclaimed. This outburst spends its force,
then the coda begins with a muffled roll of the timpani. A prolonged crescendo leads to a final
crash of the theme, and the movement rushes to a close. Of this great symphony finale, the com-
poser himself wrote: "If you have no joy in yourself look around you. Go to the people. See how
they know to be merry, and how hearfiry they yield to their happy feelings...Scarce have you for-
gotten your sorrow, scarce have you had time to become engrossed in the sight of joys of otKers,
when untiring fate once more announces its presence. The people pay no heed to you. They do not
look at you; they do not notice that you are alone and sorrowful. OK, how happy they arel And
you would affirm that all in the world is somber and joyless! There is still happiness, simple, primi-
tive happiness. Rejoice in she joy of others - and you can still live".
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