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CLAUDE DEBUSSY

1. 1st Flutes and Piccolo
2. 2nd Flutes

3. 1Ist Oboe

4. 2nd Oboe

5. English Hom
6. 1st Bassoon
7. 2nd Bassoon
8. 1st Clarinets
9. 2nd Clarinets
10. 3rd Clarinets
11. Bass Clarinets

PRELUDE TO
THE AFTERNOON OF A FAUN

Transcribed for Concert Band
by Mark H. Hindsley

INSTRUMENTATION

16. Tenor Saxophone
17. Baritone Saxophone
18. 1st Cornets

19. 2nd Cornets

20. 3rd Cornets

21, 1st Horn (F)

22. 2nd Horn

23. 3rd Horn

24, 4th Horn

25, 1st Trombones
26, 2nd Trombones

12, Eb Contrabass Clarinets 27. 3rd Trombones (bass)

13. String Basses 28. Euphoniums

14. 1st Alto Saxophone 29, Tuba

15. 2nd Alto Saxophone 30. Antique Cymbals (or Bells)
31. 1st and 2nd Harps (or Pianos)

One player each is desired for parts with singular titles, two players each for parts for comets,

trombones, and euphoniums.
dddkdhdkdk

faun, n., any of a class of minor Roman’rural dieties, usually represented as having the body
of a man, but the horns, pointed ears, tail, and hind legs of a goat; see also satyr. satyr, n.,
in Greek mythology, a woodland diety, attendant on Bacchus.... and thought &f as fond of riot-
ous merriment and {echery; see also faun, = Webster's Dictionary
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This remarkable prelude, which is in reality a tone poem, was composed in 1892, Debussy's
first work for orchestra. It was inspired by the poem of Stephane Mallarme, whose unusual word
pictures have been such a great part of the French impressionistic school of poetic imagery. In
Debussy's words, "The music of this Prelude is a very free illustration of the beautiful poem of
Mallarme. By no means does it claim to be a synthesis of the latter. Rather there are successive
scenes through which pass the desires and dreams of the faun in the heat of the aftemoon. Then,
tired of pursuing the fearful flight of the nymphs, and the naiads, he succumbs to intoxicating
sleep, in which he can finally realize his dreams of possession in universal Nature".

Edmund Gosse thus describes the work: A faun, a simple, sensuous, passionate being, wakens
in the forest at daybreak and tries to recall his experience of the previous afternoon. Was he the
fortunate recipient of an actual visit from nymphs, white and golden goddesses, divinely tender
and indulgent, or is the memory he seems to retain but the shadow of a vision, no more substantial
than the “arid rain" of notes from his own flute? He cannot tell. Yet surely there was, surely
there is, an animal whiteness among the brown reeds of the lake that shines out yonder? Were
they, are they, swans? No! But naiads plunging? Perhaps! Vaguer and vaguer grows the im-
pression of this delicious experience. He would resign his woodland godship to retain it. A gar-
den of lilies, golden-headed, white-stalked, behind the trellis of red roses? Ah| the effort is
too great for his weak brain. Perhaps if he selects one lily from the garth of lilies, one benign
and beneficient yielder of her cup to thirsty lips, the memory, the ever-receding memory, may
be forced back. So, when he has glutted upon a bunch of grapes, he is wont to toss the empty
skins into the air and blow them out in a visionary greediness. But no, the delicious hour grows
vaguer. Experience or dream, he will know which it was. The sun is warm, the grasses yielding;
and he curls himself up again, after worshipping the efficacious star of wine, that he may pursue
the dubious ecstasy into the more hopeful boscages of sleep.
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