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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Robert W. Smith (b. 1958) is one of the most pop-
ular and protific composers in America today. He
has over 600 publications in print with the majority
composed and arranged through his long associ-
ation with Warner Bros. Publications and the Bel-
win catalog.

Mr. Smith's credits include many compositions and
productions in all areas of the music field. His orig-
inal works for winds and percussion have been
programmed by countiess military, university, high
school, and middie schooi bands throughout the
United States, Canada, Europe, Australia, South
America and Asia. His Symphony #1 (The Divine Comedy), Symphony #2 (The
Odyssey), Symphony #3 (Don Quixote), Inchon and Africa: Ceremony, Song
and Ritual have received worldwide critical acclaim. His educational composi-
tions such as The Tempest, Encanto, and The Great Locomotive Chase have
become standards for developing bands throughout the world.

Mr. Smith's music has received extensive airplay on major network television
as well as inclusion in multiple motion pictures. From professional ensembles
such as the United States Navy Band, United States Air Force Band, Boston
Pops and the Atlanta Symphony to school bands and orchestras throughout
the world, his music speaks to audiences in any concert setting. As a conduc-
tor, clinician and keynote speaker, Mr. Smith has performed throughout North
America, Asia, South America, Europe and Australia. His music has been
recorded by various ensembles and is availabie on CD and download through
Walking Frog Records, iTunes, Amazon, and other recorded music outlets.

Mr. Smith is the President/CEC of RWS Music Company, exclusively distrib-
uted through C. L. Barnhouse. In addition, he is currently teaching in the Music
Industry program at Troy University in Troy, Alabama. His teaching responsi-
bilities are focused in music composition, production, publishing and business.

PROGRAM NOTE

Summer Nights is a celebratory statement of life through Latin-American
music. Composed as the third movement of “Post Cards from the First
Coast,” Summer Nights is dedicated to the First Coast Wind Ensemble of
Jacksonvilie, FL, under the direction of Artie Clifton. Influenced by the vibrant
cultural blend in the Sunshine State of Florida, the music captures the en-
ergy of Florida night life from the “First Coast” of Jacksonville to “South
Beach” of Miami and beyond. Feel free to move and dance while we feature
the percussion, trumpet, trombone and saxophone sections. Viva la musica!
Viva la vida!

NOTES TO CONDUCTOR

The opening ostinato in the woodwinds and piano should be energized with
emphasis on accents and articulations. Care shouid be given to the rhyth-
mic interaction to create a vibrant soundscape.

The timbales/conga player(s) shouid be positioned for presence. Note the
ad lib indications throughout. Feel free to explore outside the notated part
based on the experience and proficiency of the piayer(s).

Note the optional Bva brass notations. This should be only one player for
style, clarity and cleanliness.

The building section at 33 should begin at a mezzo piano with a consistent
crescendo to the fortissimo at measure 41. Depending upon the size of the
ensemble, feel free to adjust the beginning dynamic to a piano.

The saxophones are featured beginning as measure 51. Please balance
the band accordingly. Depending upon the performance environment, you
may wish to ask the saxophones to stand for their feature. The trumpets
and trombones may aiso stand in the features at measures 59 and 67 re-
spectively.

The full band feature beginning at measure 75 should be carefully rehearsed
for consistent style and shaping/infiection throughout.

I hope that you and the band find Summer Nights to be an enjoyable and
effective addition to your concert program. Best wishes for a wonderful
performance!
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