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Mr. Smith's music has received extensive airplay on major network television
as well as inclusion in multiple motion pictures. From professional ensembles
such as the United States Navy Band, United States Air Force Band, Boston
Pops and the Atlanta Symphony to school'bands and orchestras throughout
the world, his music speaks to audiences in any concert setting. As a conduc-
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PROGRAM NOTE

Suite of Appalachian Folk Songs by Robert W. Smith is based upon music from the
Appalachia region of the Eastern United States. The indigenous music of this moun-
tainous region is derived from various European and African influences. These include
English bailads, Irish and Scottish traditional music, hymns, and African-American
blues. Six selections are presented in the suite and are drawn from Cecil Sharp’s and
Maud Karpeles collection of folk songs entitied English Folk Songs from the Southern
Appalachians. Songs include Good Morning My Pretty Little Miss, What's Little Babies
Made Of?, The Cruel Mother, The Maid Freed From the Gallows, Cripple Creek, and
Sally Anne.

Robert W. Smith felt it only fitting that an ensemble located within the mountains of
Appatachia premiere this work. The West Virginia University Wind Symphony is hon-
ored to be that ensembie!

- John Hendricks

NOTES TO CONDUCTOR

The opening clarinet solo should be reflective as possible in the spirit of the Ap-
palachian Mountain singing style. As the low woodwind and tuba/euphonium choirs
enter in m. 9, note the dynamic shaping. The horns restate the melody with the clar-
inets joining on a famenting countermelody. Note the ritardando in m. 20 leading to
the conclusion of the Good Morning My Pretty Littie Miss.

What's Little Babies Made Of? begins at m. 23 in very spirited fashion. Clarity and
uniformity of articulations is essential throughout.  The bassoon fine beginning in m.
29 is extremely important. Note the cues in the baritone saxophone should additionat
resources be required. Balance is crucial within the entire woodwind choir at m. 41.

The brass entrance at m. 49 includes duplets throughout. Please insure the rhythmic
integrity of the duplets against the upper woodwind counter-ine above. As the song
concludes, note the tuba, horn and piccolo soloists beginning at m. 73. The final note
in m. 76 shoutid be very strong and in contrast to the delicacy of the three soloist fig-
ures.

The Cruel Mother should be flowing and performed with a sense of forward momen-
tum throughout. Please note the melodic/counter-melodic weave throughout. At var-
ious times, the fines begin in one instrumental line and are continued in another (ex.
tubas to euphonium in m. 95-98). Please note the metric playfuiness throughout as
well. For example, the energy in the woodwind eighth notes beginning at m. 103 pro-
vide an exira sparkie and momentum against the melodic line. Interacting accents
join in m. 111 creating additional interest and musical playfuiness. The ritardando
beginning in m. 118 should be carefully interpreted to aliow this movement to reach
a logical and satisfying conclusion.

The Maid Freed From The Gallows begins with a lamenting flute solo. The clarinet
choir entrance at m. 129 provides a sense of momentum as the melody is restated
in the flutes, oboe and euphonium.

The bold, martial statement beginning at m. 140 should be in contrast to the preceding
flowing melody. Please note the percussion statement in the snare and tenor drums.
This line should be strong, balanced and reminiscent of the infamous ceremony at
the galiows throughout history. Fortunately, our young maid is freed from an untimely
demise. The retun of the melody at m. 150 should be played and resolved with a
sense of warmth and relief.

Cripple Creek begins with a bold and aggressive horn statement. The rhythmic in-
teraction with the full band in the second half of the statement should be carefully re-
hearsed for accuracy and articulation/note shape uniformity.

The jig that follows based on Sally Anne should be joyous and playful. Please work
for technical proficiency and clarity throughout the ensemble. The goal shouid be an
effortless performance allowing the audience to interact with the band through toe-
tapping and other appropriate movement.

Cripple Creekretumns at m. 202 in an energetic ending statement. Piease insure the
rhythmic integrity in the last measure. The accent on the second sixteenth subdivision
of the third beat is stylisticaily important. The accented last note should have length
in contrast to the two eighth notes at the beginning of the measure.

I would like to offer my sincere thanks to John Hendricks and the gifted West Virginia
University Wind Symphony for sharing their time and talents with me during the prepa-
ration and premiere of the suite. | hope that you and your band find Suite of Ap-
palachian Folk Songs to be a musically and culturally rewarding experience.

S

Best wishes for a wonderful performancet!
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